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“Gulf States Glad Tidings” was the winning name
chosen to be the new title of the LWML Gulf States
District Newsletter. This name was submitted by Marlys
Kuehnert and chosen from thirty submitted names by
Rev. James Endrihs, Senior Counselor, Rev. Allen
Kramp, Junior Counselor, and Linda Baily, Nominating
Committee Chairman. The above picture is Lana
Pratt/Editor presenting the prize, a stained glass angel,
to Marlys.
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Sola Gratia

Grace Alone
Sola Trde
Faith Alone

Sota Serplury

Scripture Alone

Because Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses, or
thoughts, to a church door in Wittenberg, Germany,
on October 31, 1517, many Christians remember
that day and the major changes, or Reformation,
that resulted.

Luther's theses contained three main pillars, which
have stood for almost 500 years:

1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) - The Bible is the
sole authority in matters of faith, life and conduct.
"All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16, NRSV).

2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone) - Christians are justified,
or declared righteous, only through believing in
Jesus Christ as Savior. Although morality and good
works are important, they alone cannot lead to
salvation. "A person is justified not by the works of
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ" (Galatians
2:16, NRSV).

3. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) - Grace is God's
unmerited, or undeserved, favor. Salvation is a free
gift from our gracious God. "For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God - not the result of works,
so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9,NRSV).

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline:
November 1, 2011
E-mail Lana Pratt: bpratt780@charter.net
or
780 Gross Road
Guntersville, AL 35976
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER - Jackie Morris

ﬁ ( Jackie’s Notes >
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“Glad Tidings” from the Gulf States District. That's the new name for our
district newsletter. How appropriate that we will share joyful or happy (Glad)
information or news (Tidings) with all our LWML sisters in the district. Don’t
you think it's catchy? After looking at some of the other LWML district
newsletters it just seemed to me that we could use something more upbeat.
Thanks to all who entered the contest and congratulations to Marlys Kuehnert
for the winning name.

The 2011 34™ Biennial LWML Convention in Peoria is but a memory. But
what a memory! | wish more of you could have been there to experience the
opening worship service, inspiring bible studies, informative speakers, and the
list goes on. Our newly adopted mite goal is $1,825,000 for the 2011-2013 biennium with 70%
designated for funding 19 mission grants (30% is used for operations/administration). While we’ve
been Living on the Edge in anticipation, now we must Live on the Edge in thought, word and deed.
How are we going to live on the edge in response to the Lord’s call for workers in the harvest
fields? Let us not rest on our laurels--we need to continue working to meet our next goal.

Have you had any special blessings from God this summer? Many times we don't think about
them, but this has been an unusual year. In April and May twisters ravaged many in Mississippi
and Alabama. Some of our fellow Lutherans lost their homes and all their possessions or suffered
significant damage. Several churches also experienced damage. There has been an amazing
outpouring of love and help from so many, many people. God continues to bless all of us no
matter what the circumstance and He IS indeed in control of our lives, our possessions, and the
weather!

Summer is over all too quickly and it's time to get back to our routines. As we begin a new year in
LWML let us work to maintain our enthusiasm. Encourage others to attend our meetings and
rallies. And it is never too early to plan to attend the District Convention in Destin, Florida next
April. We are part of a powerful organization. Are we continuing to spread His Word to others?
How is your society doing? Are you trying to expand? Outreach is blessing others with the
blessings we've received, so let go, serve, and proclaim!

Jackie Morris
Gulf States District President

{H}D@F‘@@ MISSION STATEMENT OF THE LWML

f 9
@[IITD@TDJ’ The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of
ﬂ[@’ﬂ[@ the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God

so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world.
E@@@
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Convention Pictures
by Bea Daily

&7 - 2
Judy Lessmann working at a booth. Beth Hornish, Ruth Balzer, Ellyn Collett marking bibles.

Our Delegation, Back row: Pastor Kramp, Jr. Counselor; Jackie Morris, President; Maggie Johnson, Central
Alabama Zone; Patti Entrekin, Azalea Zone. Front row: Sandy Fogg, Emerald Coast Zone; Eleanor Allen,
Women of Vision Zone; Karla Maxfield, Magnolia Zone; and Beth Hornish, Mountain Lakes Zone. Right:
Jackie Morris, Pres. carrying in banner at opening ceremony with Jennifer at her side. Below: Flo Hofman
pinning our Young Woman Rep. Jennifer Laxson. Right: Ginger Kramp, Diane Plotz, Bea Daily
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Junior Counselor - Rev. Allen Kramp

Dear sisters in Christ
of the LWML - Gulf
States District,

In late June, it was my
joyous privilege to join a
good-sized  contingent
from our district as part of
a throng of some 4700
members and sup-
porters of LWML who descended upon the city of
Peoria, IL. for the LWML national convention
under the theme: “BEING WITH JESUS . . .
LIVING ON THE EDGE.”

Our time together in Peoria was glorious in so
many respects. The ladies and gentlemen of the
Central lllinois District were such hospitable and
helpful hosts. The Christian fellowship was
fantastic, the worship exhilarating, the speakers
inspirational, serving as a communion assistant
amidst a huge worship assembly was at once
memorable and humbling. And this pastor usually
just dreams of having a choir numbering some
400 ladies, which was a reality in Peoria. The
district banners were magnificent, the convention
hall filled with informative and imaginative booth
displays. Servant events were a blast; the
ingathering of donated items monumental. Even
the conduct of business, once varied opinions
were expressed, proved refreshing. | have
remarked to some of our church leaders since
that the ladies of our LWML can teach our Synod
much by their witness to unity of vision and
purpose once the voting was done.

Mass convention gatherings can prove to be
spiritual mountaintop experiences for God’s
people. Coming home to our much smaller
congregations and LWML circles we can have the
same. How? I'm glad you asked. Our Lord has
pledged to be present with and guiding us here
too! Jesus comes to us in the Word, in the Feast
of His Supper, in the fellowship of sinner/saints
united as one in confessing the saving faith. In
worship we are with Jesus!

The world will see and disparagingly point out our
many flaws and faults. The Pharisees did just that
one time as Jesus “reclined at table in a house,
and many tax collectors and sinners came and

were reclining with Jesus and His disciples”
(Matthew 9:10; Mark 2:15). They railed against
Jesus for enjoying fellowship with ‘those sinners’.
Peter later shrank in shame at the testimony of two
servant girls who saw him in the courtyard while
Jesus was on trial, and said to others, “This man
was with Jesus of Nazareth” (Matthew 26:71).

Keying in on those words “with Jesus,” | cannot
but rejoice in Jesus as the most glorious gift God
offers the believers in every setting. Whether we
be in the company of 4700 or among just two or
three, “with Jesus” the company is glorious. For
with Jesus, God is with us to raise us anew,
canceling out our sins, calling us His loved,
redeemed children.

Jesus can and does do amazing things with those
who spend time with Him, folks who on their own
are weak and sin-filled. Jesus said that such
would be His witnesses, and fulfills it in remarkable
ways. Other foes of Jesus later encountered a
renewed Peter; “when they saw the boldness of
Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated, common men, they were amazed.
And they recognized that they had been with
Jesus” (Acts 4:13).

In Peoria and also among our small faith
communities in the Florida panhandle, along the
Mississippi coast, and in Alabama, our Lord is with
us working in us His wonders, so that having “the
same spirit of faith according to what has been
written, ‘I believed, and so | spoke,” we also
believe, and so also speak, knowing that He Who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus
and bring us with you into His presence” (2
Corinth. 4:13-14).

Blessed with Jesus serving to uplift us in faith,
and enabled by the Holy Spirit, God lead us to
service and witness of Him before our neighbors,
so that “as grace extends to more and more
people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory
of God” (2 Corinthians 4:15).
Such blessings are surely best
when widely shared! The peace
of God rest upon you all!

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Allen Kramp
New Hope, Andalusia, AL
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It is time to submit the Gulf States District mission grant proposals for the 2012-
2014 biennium. Please consider an LCMS ministry that could use a grant,
especially a ministry in the Gulf States District. Mission grant proposals may be
submitted by individual members, societies, zones, the Southern District LCMS
Board of Directors and/or Executive Assistant for Parish Ministries, LCMS World
Missions, LCMS Board for Mission Services, or an LCMS Recognized Service
Organization (RSO). At least three copies of proposals for all mission grants must
be submitted to me by October 31. The forms are on the website,
www.lwmlgulfstates.org. Please contact me if you have any questions.

My email is huskerhofman@-cox.net.

A grant for $5,000 has been paid to the LCMS World Mission for Training
Believers, Greater China. Christians throughout China will benefit from this
project. They face daily attacks on their faith, and they may not be prepared to answer the
attacks. Your support of Training Believers, Greater China, will build up your brothers and sisters
in Christ, so that they can stand up for the faith as they face adversity from cults and other
institutions trying to take them away from their church home.

Thank you for all the mites that you give. May God be given all the glory and honor for all that is
done with these mites! The next grant to be paid is for Deaf Outreach and Leader Training.

Respectfully submitted,
Flo Hofman I 2nd Vice President and former YWR

Karla Maxfield - Financial Secretary

The National Convention was awesome. The 2011—2013 Biennium National
Mission Goal is $1,825,000.00. District Mites have been coming in steadily
throughout the summer. Remember, LWML Sunday is in October with a special

mite collection. Also, when you send in a memorial, remember to stipulate how
525 Moeller Road

you want it to be divided.
7 A woman who fears
] ORD
Picayune, MS 39466

e
601 798-6051 / is to be deiS ed

kmquiltlady@bellsouth.net Proverbs 31:30

Blessings to all,
Karla Maxfield/ Financial Secretary
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Judy Lessmann - Treasurer

The grant to the LCMS World Mission to train believers in greater China was
paid this quarter. Scholarships were also paid for Jordan Corlew, Kadie
Cleveland, Kellye Koyn, and James Richardson to Concordia University —
Austin and Concordia Seminary — St. Louis. There is one more grant to pay
which is to Lutheran Deaf Outreach.

Monthly Income for Mission Grant Goal

o E

O District Operations
Jun-11 B National Grants

O District Grants

May-11

$0 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 $2,500
In Dollars

Total for this quarter (May to July): $5,338.09. Total for this biennium: $40,445.13. Needed
per quarter to reach $54,000 goal: $6,750.00. Mite offerings are always lower during the
summer months, so we anticipate that when the societies resume their regular schedule,
giving will increase again. To reach our goal, please bring about $2,700 to the Lord in your
mite boxes each of the remaining five months. May the Lord bless our offerings to His

glory!
Respectfully submitted,

Judy Lessmann, Treasurer

Thoughts on September 11

“O LORD, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen their heart, you will incline your ear to do
justice for the orphan and the oppressed, so that those from earth may strike terror no more” (Psalm 10:17-
18, NRSV).

Ten years have passed since that tragic September morning in 2001, when terrorists took thousands of
innocent lives and shattered America’s sense of security. As we reflect on this anniversary, Psalm 10 reminds
us that God is on the side of the victim, the weak and the helpless.

|
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Judy Zecher -
Christian Life Chairman

Being a “Mary” in a “Martha” World

| don’t know what your world has been
like lately, but it seems that we all go through
times that are loaded with “things” to do. That’s
been my summer. We’ve had the enjoyment but
busyness of out of town guests, all the cooking in
preparation for large family gatherings, trips to
visit relatives out of town, fulfilling church
responsibilities, taking time to meet the needs of
others around us, and dealing with
my husband’s hospitalizations, to
name a few. I've often thought in
the midst of all of the activity how
easy it is to just focus on “getting
things done.” But that generally
leaves me “dry” inside - feeling
drained, or challenged with
someone’s turmoil of feelings.
And sometimes that someone is

e In Luke 10:38-42, Luke any
artha

relates the following: “38ps Jesus

and his disciples were on their way,
he came to a village where a
woman named Martha opened her home to him.
39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the
Lord’s feet listening to what he said. “0But
Martha was distracted by all the preparations
that had to be made. She came to him and asked,
‘Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to
do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!’ 4
‘Martha, Martha,’ the Lord answered, ‘you are
worried and upset about many things, 2 put only
one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is
better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
In the midst of much activity, we have the
choice to worry and become upset about many
things as Martha did. Or to sit at the Lord’s feet
listening to what he is saying to us. | find it so
necessary for myself to take time in prayer and in

-\

Scripture to keep things in perspective, to be
focused on the right priorities, to have my heart
in harmony with the Lord and with others. We
have such a need to be transformed by the Lord.
“’Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom. **And we, who
with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are
being transformed into his likeness with ever-
increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who
is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)

As we’re in that transformation process, the Spirit

of the Lord allows us to see our work and our

interactions as opportunities to love others as

Jesus would, to have His peace in spite of turmoil,

to have patience in trying

circumstances, to be kind and
gentle with those around us,
and to share the joy of our
saving relationship with the

Lord. What the Lord gives us

during that time with Him

cannot be taken away. It
sustains us and motivates us
to reach out.

P In the Lord there is
freedom — freedom to mess
things up and be forgiven,
freedom to learn and grow
through this transforming
process, freedom to love and

be loved through it all. What an awesome

heavenly Father we have who never gives up on
us! What an awesome sacrifice Jesus made on
our behalf, so we could live in forgiveness! What
an awesome Holy Spirit we have who gifts us for
work and ministry and guides us through our
transformation process so that we reflect Jesus!

Take time to be like Mary — spend time with the

Lord listening to His words to your heart and

mind. May the Lord be praised and glorified in all

we say and do.

Judy Zecher
(Grace Lutheran Church, Huntsville, AL)
Gulf States District Christian Life Chairman
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Scholarship Recipients:

Congratulations to the four 2011-2012 Gulf States District LWML scholarship recipients. Kadie
Cleveland, Jordan Corlew, and Kellye Koyn are attending Concordia University in Austin, Texas,
and are studying to be Directors of Christian Education. Steve Richardson is attending Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. May God bless them in their education for full-time church work.

Submitted by Flo Hofman, 2nd Vice President

Steve Richardson

Jordan Corlew _ IIye Kon

Often during a busy day,
Pause for a minute and silently pray,
Mention the names of those you love
And treasured friends you're fondest of.

~Helen Steiner Rice-- The Gulf States Glad Tidings is

The Lord has heard my supplication; available online at our web's’ite:
The Lord accepts my prayer. bwmlgulfstates.org along with
Psalms 6:9 other Gulf States news and
resources.

Please make copies of Gulf States
Glad Tidings for your Society
Members!

There are also unlimited

resources available to use for
society meetings at LWML.org
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Zone News

. - Mountain Lakes Zone

Ladies of Christ Lutheran Church, Albertville, AL, constructed ten
infant fleece blankets to be used at local hospitals for distribution to
babies admitted to the hospital. The picture at the left is Janice

being admitted to the hospital for 7
gesture that Tina could not easily \ J,e’/ Vc the'/

Gohn, President of Ladies of Christ, and Tina Wiley. Six years ago
surgery was the recipient of a

. . A /
forget. Ladies of Christ want to ! d h
continue to help Tina replenish the 3 Or Wlt
supply of baby blankets for children [
as patients at local hospitals. SS L

Tina’s daughter, Jennifer, was born with a heart defect and after
blanket. This was a heartfelt
News Release: July 27, 2011—LWML Sunday Material

LWML Distributes Order Materials for 2011 LWML Sunday
Packets for the 2011 LWML Sunday were recently mailed to LCMS congregations and LWML societies across
the United States. The first Sunday in October is the traditional date for the celebration of LWML Sunday;
however, the observance may be on any Sunday.
The LWML is honored to have Dr. Ken Klaus, Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Houre, as the author of this
year’s LWML Sunday materials based on the theme Being with Jesus — Living on the Edge. He served as a
parish pastor for 28 years in South Dakota, Minnesota, Illinois, and Texas. Dr. Klaus served as Lutheran Hour
Ministries (LHM) International Pastoral Advisor and became The Lutheran Houre Speaker in 2002. Published
works include Stories from The Lutheran Hour i A Changeless Christ in a Changing World, two prayer books
for military personnel and their families, and daily devotions for Lutheran Hour Ministries.
The LWML Sunday packet includes an order form, a sample worship folder, sermon, children’s message, along
with a children’s activity sheet that ties to the message. Also included are a banner pattern, LWML Children’s
Mission Adventure Poster, a new LWML items flyer, together with additional ideas and helps for celebrating
LWML Sunday. A DVD with a short video clip by President Kay Kreklau will be sent with the order of any
bulletins or the Worship Service CD.
Some of these LWML Sunday materials are available as a free download on the LWML website at
www.lwml.org/resources/lwml_sunday. To ensure availability and delivery, all LWML Sunday orders should be
postmarked no later than September 1, 2011. Contact the LWML Office at 1.800.252-LWML (5965) for more
information, or to place an order.
Please remember LWML in your estate plan.
Ourlegalname is “Lutheran Women's Missionary Leagu
The Lutheran Womends Missionary League (LWMLD)»®
Missouri SynodSi nce 1942, the LWML has focused on aff

e .

s t
r mi

encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and to support

global missions.
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THE FACTS

WHAT: 34rd Biennial District LWML Convention

WHERE: Grace Lutheran Church, Destin, Florida

WHEN: April 27, 28, 29, 2012

THEME: "Come to the Water, Let His Love Flow."
Isaiah 55:1a

HOSTED BY: Ladies of Emerald Coast
Zone (4)
INFO: www.gulfstateslwml.org

Colors: Emerald Green & Purple

Host Committee Is Busy with Preparations

Flo Hofman, Convention Chairman and the women from the LWML Emerald Coast Zone are all
working on the multitude of tasks to be completed before the Gulf States LWML convention. A
small army of volunteers are making preparations for the hundreds that will attend the Emerald
Coast convention next April. Our zone counselor, Rev. Daniel Koyn designed the above
convention logo using the sand dollar designed by Kyle Marie Jacobsen, daughter of LWML
member, Sue Jacobsen.

Serving are Left to Right:
Bea Daily, Public Relations Director, Sandy Fogg, Registrar, Karla
Heinicke, Treasurer, Flo Hofman, Convention Chairman

Registration Opens December 1, 2011!

All the information about the convention may be found in
the Winter 2011 edition of the Gulf States Glad Tidings
found here online at www.lwmlgulfstates.org. If you
haven'’t started making plans to attend, today is a great
day to talk to your family and friends and begin
preparations. They may want to join you!

Why are we having the convention at a church? Two years ago, we had people state:
"Conventions have gotten too expensive.” One way to keep the cost down is to have it at a church
again. The cost to use the facility at Guntersville was very costly. This has to be figured into the
registration fee. Having the food catered is also less expensive.

Wow, Destin is a great vacation spot! Can we stay over at the hotel facility for a few more
days after the convention? Yes!
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The motel that we have chosen is The Comfort Inn, located about two blocks from Grace
Lutheran Church. You do have to drive because of where the motel is situated on Highway 98.
The rates they have offered us are: $125 a night for up to four nights.

Comfort InnDestin Grace Lutheran Church, Destin, Florida

Directly across the street from the motel is Henderson Beach State Park (this is a very
lovely state park, with shower, camping facilities, picnic area, etc) Cost to enter is $6 per
car. This does not include the camping fees.

CAMPING, FULL FACILITY (I AM INCLUDING THE INFORMATION ON CAMPING
NOW AS THEY BOOK WELL IN ADVANCE)

The park has 60 campsites that can accommodate either tents or RVs, with a
mixture of back-in and pull-through sites. The sites have water, electricity (some 50
amp); picnic tables, ground grills, and clothesline posts. Amenities include heated
and air conditioned restrooms with showers, coin operated washers, dryers, and
vending machines. Pets are welcome at campsites. Unlike remote wilderness
camping, provisions and restaurants are a short drive away. The nearby three-
qguarter mile nature trail meanders though ancient but still growing and shifting
dunes, with vegetation known as coastal scrub. The trail provides a vista of the
park, and in some places, the Gulf of Mexico. Maximum RV length = 45 ft.
Reservations: Reservations may be made up to 11
months in advance through Reserve America. Book
Online or call (800) 326-3521 (8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.) or
TDD (888) 433-0287.

Compmons Or 1y

Emerald Coast Plwy Emerald Goast F

v

Henderson

B
. Beach
terson B8 State Park
@2011 Google Map data ©2011 Google
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Human Care Committee Changed to Mission Servants Committee
Different Name, but Still the Same!

"Lord, open my eyes, ears and heart to reach out with care and compassion to the needs you
place in my path" (Matt. 25:42-44). This Scripture verse was the inspiration for the Human Care
Committee’s exhibit hall display at the Peoria convention. The purpose of this committee — now
renamed the Mission Servants Committee — is to provide resources to assist women as they care
for the hurting and those in need while sharing the Gospel and love of Christ. In addition, the
Mission Servants Committee coordinates Gifts from the Heart in-gatherings for the national
convention and other meetings.

The theme of the committee’s convention exhibit was “Bee Christ’'s Care Bear-ers.” The
committee members shared smiles and hugs as simple reminders of how easy it is to show human
care to others.

Many came seeking ideas and asking, “What can we do?” Not only did the committee display
many ideas, but those who visited the booth also contributed additional ways they have shared
God's love. Here are just a few of the great ideas offered by many women who are Mission
Servants (Human Care):

knitting, crocheting, listening
sharing, walking, reading, visiting, witnessing
touching, teaching, quilting, transporting, playing piano (or other musical instruments)
sitting alongside, being quiet, encouraging
babysitting, doing laundry and folding clothes, sewing, gifting, rocking babies, singing

It was a delight to speak with the many women who visited the exhibit. One woman makes meals
for pregnant women before the baby is born. Another group made paper dolls for children in
South Africa and yet another group supports young women in a crisis pregnancy center with notes
of encouragement. Some plant gardens in order to give the food away and others explain how a

cell phone or computer works.

Look around your neighborhood and community. There are many
needs, and many of the needs are easy to fill without much expense
or inconvenience. You will find what a blessing it is! Christ is
honored when we reflect His care and compassion by serving
others. Read more of your exhibit ideas below and thanks for
sharing with us!

LWML Mission Servants (Human Care) Committee

Ann Marie Bollas, Sandy Haugner, Donna Gruel, Chairman
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