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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE LWML 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Womenôs Missionary 

League is to assist each woman of the Lutheran 

Church ï Missouri Synod in affirming her 

relationship with the Triune God so that she is 

enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of 

the world. 

Gulf States LWML  

Fall Retreat  

                     

 
 

 

Join the Festivities Oct. 2, 3, 4, 2009 
At Camp ASCCA 

Jacksonôs Gap, AL 36861 
 

¶ Registration fee is $110 (includes 5 meals) 
¶ Check in time 2 p.m. Friday & dinner at 6 
¶ Ends Sunday at noon after breakfast 
¶ Bring: Bible, PJôs, jacket, walking shoes, 

flashlight, toiletries, clothing for sun or rain, 
insect repellent 

¶ Bedding and linens (1 towel & washcloth) 
are furnished 

¶ Bring a JOYFUL SPIRIT 
 

Jan Struck entertains us with 
ñDown to the Potterôs Houseò 

Jeremiah 18:2 
A fun way of looking at our lives as ñcracked-potsò 
and how our loving Lord uses us, just as we are, 

for His purpose. 

Contact Jackie Morris --850-492-2006 
Jmorris317@cox.net 

 
 
 
  

  

continued on page 3 
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Returning  from the LWML convention-Portland 2009. 

The women of the LWML have 

returned from our national 

convention in Portland, Oregon.  

Over 3,200 women and men 

gathered together to do the business 

of our organization.  The voting 

body set a new mission goal of 

$1,825,000.  This is an increase of 

$125,000 over the previous goal.  

These projects can be viewed at 

LWML.org.  Praise God for blessing the LWML with 

mission-minded women! 

Our Gulf States had a total of fifteen in attendance 

which included the delegates, our counselor, and me.  

This was down from our usual number of attendants.  

They were all invited to the district caucus before the 

convention began.  Sad, but true, we had no Young 

Woman Representative this year, as no one applied to 

fill this position.  One of the privileges of the YWR is 

to walk-in with the district president, who is carrying 

the banner, for opening the convention.  It was 

lonesome walking in alone, so I asked Jackie Morris, 

our Financial Secretary, to walk in with me.   

I give a special thank you to our Senior Counselor, 

Rev. Stewart Marshall, who attended the convention as 

the counselor of the Gulf States delegation in the 

absence of Rev. Endrihs, our Jr. Conselor.  This was 

the second National LWML Convention Rev. Marshall 

attended along with his wife who was a delegate of 

Zone 5. 

Memories:  The Board of Directors were guests to a 

Pre-Convention Dinner Cruise along the Willamette 

River given by the host committee.  It was a beautiful, 

fun, and relaxing beginning to a wonderful convention 

experience.  (The dinner was delicious and the 

fellowship great!)  I sat between the pastor, Rev. Bob 

Kuhlmann, who confirmed me into the LCMS, as an 

adult in 1961 in Fairborn, Ohio, and Betty Duda, who I 

served as district president under -- the first time 

around. 

Many of our favorite people were in Portland--Jan 

Wendorf, our national president, did a wonderful job 

of chairing the convention.  She reminded us to be 

Women of the Word, Women in the Word, and 

Women   walking with Jesus.  This continues to be 

Jan's wish for us.  Since last January, this has gotten 

me into the Word like I have never done before.  Did 

you know there is a special bible titled "Today's Light 

Bible" that is available at the LWML store?  Go to 

LWML.org, click on ñstoreò or ñshop,ò and look for 

the bible--the cost is $25.  It is a two-year journey 

through the bible with devotions by Dr. Jane L. Fryar.  

Try it, you will like it and will not be sorry.  I 

guarantee it! 

We saw and had a visit with Jan Struck, our presenter 

from our 2008 Mobile convention.  Jan appeared at 

this convention as Ruby Begonia.  Jan will be with us 

next month at our first ever retreat October 2
nd

, 3
rd
, and 

4
th
.  Registration forms are available on our Website 

and in the Summer Reporter.  The deadline is 

September 1
st
.  Do not miss this opportunity to 

fellowship with the women of the Gulf States LWML 

and to hear the "life message" that Jan will bring to us. 

Also present, were our former Southern District 

President, Orv Mueller, and his wife, Clara.  They now 

live in Missouri.  The missionaries who were in 

Jamaica, Rev. Erhart and Annetta Bauer, when I went 

on my first mission trip, were there.  They are now 

retired and living in Portland.  Rev. Bauer, of the 

Oregon District, and Orv served as district presidents 

during the same years of office.  What a fun time to 

bring the two of them together.  They were also 

classmates at the seminary together. 

Also on hand in Portland was Dina Vendetti, as our 

music director.  Dina knows what it takes to get 

women on their feet and singing praises.  "We're going 

to try something a little daring!" she said.  Dina is a 

former Young Woman Representative.     

The entertainment on Saturday evening was a group 

called "The Pride of Portland.ò  I could see why they 

earned that title.  Ninety women, ages 18 to 80, singing 

acappella, made me want to come home and join the 

Sweet Adelines!  

What an inspirational evening we had on Friday when 

Heidi Floyd, a young pastor's wife, shared her story of 

breast cancer struggles and victory that occurred while 

she was pregnant with her fourth child.  Heidi's words 

brought laughter, and tears to my eyes as she shared 

her story.  It really touched home, as I have been there.

President ð Bea Daily  

Buzzings from  Bea  
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Heidi is the Development Ambassador for the Vera 

Bradley Foundation for Breast Cancer.  To learn more 

about this go to verabradley.org.  Yes, this is the Vera 

Bradley that makes purses, that all of us want to have 

another to add to our collection. 

To me, the highlight of the convention was the Bible 

studies and the closing worship.  Of course, it is 

always great to see old friends, meet new ones, and see 

thousands of Lutheran women excited about the 

LWML. 

I could go on for another page......but it time to stop for 

now.  Sorry if you were unable to attend the 

convention.  There will be another in two years, which 

will be a bit closer in Peoria, Illinois.  

Your sister in Christ, 

Bea Daily  

  

PICTURES FROM THE PORTLAND CONVENTION  

Top left to right:  Our delegates Donna Marshall (5), Geri Kulbitkas (1), JoAnne First (4), Carla Maxfield (6) unknown, Susie 

Smith (2), Ellyn Collett (3) Erica Hauer, singing praises to the Lord.  

President Bea with our banner; Display for our district done by Diane Plotz 

 

2nd row:  Former missionaries from Jamaica Rev. Erhart and Annetta Bauer, Clara and Rev. Or Mueller, former SD President; 

group at district caucus, Judy Lessmann, Sandy Fogg, Counselor Marshall, Donna Marshall, Erica Hauer, Jackie Morris, Carla 

Maxfield, JoAnne First, (seated):  Geri Kulbitkas, Ellyn Collett, Diane Plotz;      Jan Struck;   our own Judy Lessmann presenting 

 the slate of candidates; our wonderful music leader Dina Vendetti;  

 

Bottom row:  Bea Daily, Terri & Pres. Kieschnick; The Pride of Portland musical group, President Bea with Rev. Bob Kulhmann, 

Eloise Kulhmann ;  our great leader President Jan Wendorf; Counselor Marshall, & wife Donna; Speaker Hiedi Floyd      
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Senior Counselor ð Rev. Stewart Marshall  

  

Look to the HillsðGod Reigns 

 
Look to the HillsðGod Reigns, 

was the theme for the LWML 

Convention in Portland, 

Oregon, and indeed it was a 

mountaintop experience. 

 

The theme reminded me of 

Transfiguration Sunday.  (I am 

indebted to Rev. Dr. 

Schumacher for that 

illustration).  As we look to the Hill of Christ we 

are reminded of all the work He accomplished.  

We see the Transfiguration where he displayed the 

glory of God.  We see the feeding of the 

multitudes on a hill.  We see the Sermon on the 

Mount.  We see all these events in Jesusô life 

happening on a hill.  What happens after these 

events take place?  What happened to the disciples 

after the Transfiguration?  What happened to the 

people who were fed on the side of a hill?  What 

happened to the people after the Sermon? 

 

You just end up going to the plains.  As exciting 

as the hills are, you cannot maintain that level of 

excitement all of the time.  Following the high 

will come the down time just as a valley follows 

the hill.  One of the reasons I think the disciples 

wanted to build the tent on the side of the 

mountain following the Transfiguration, was they 

did not want to experience the down time that 

would come.  

 

Portland is over, the hills are now far behind us, 

what do we do?  What we need to do is carry that 

most famous hill, the Hill of Calvary, with us as 

we go onto the plain.  Yes, that is another one of 

those hills Christ has climbed for us.   

 

Carrying that hill to the plain is the key to keeping 

all the excitement of the hill with us.  All those 

neat experiences, all those highs that we love, can 

be brought low, if we forget about why they 

happened.  They happened to make possible that 

last hill Christ had to climb, the hill for our 

redemption. 

 

Loom to the hills and carry it to the plain.  We 

have a wonderful message to take from the hills 

and carry onto the plains and give to all those 

around us.  We carry a message of hope, a 

message of promise, but most of all a message of 

life everlasting. 

 

If you have never been to a LWML convention let 

me encourage you to go to at least one, you will 

be awed.  And will share in a mountain top 

experience! 

 

Look to the hills, but live on the plain.  God 

reigns!   

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Stewart Marshall 

 



Reporter   5 

                                                    

Flo Hofmanð2
nd

 Vice President 

 
Do you know of a ministry project in 
our district that needs a grant?  It's 
now time to submit grant proposals to 
me.  The deadline is October 1, 2009.  
I haven't received any proposals yet, 
so please be thinking of a need in our 
district.  The mission grant guidelines 
are located on our website at 

www.lwmlgulfstates.org.  If you would like me to send 
you a paper copy of the guidelines, please contact 
me.   
 
Submitted by Flo Hofman, 2nd Vice President, 751 
Olivia Ct., Fort Walton Beach, FL  32547   
email: huskerhofman@cox.net. 
 
  

Flo  Hofman  

 
 
 

 

DISTRICT GRANTS  

 

 

The district grant of $5,000 has been paid to the 
Open Arms Institute.  In 1989, the first Open Arms 
Child Ministry Center was opened in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  The Open Arms Institute was created for 
the purpose of planting churches through childcare 
ministry.  Today, there are more than 70 Open Arms 
Child Development Centers, of which two-thirds have 
been the basis for new church starts.  This 
information was listed in their newsletter.  The 
newsletter also mentions LWML.  In the prayer needs 
section, they praise God for the support of the Gulf 
States District LWML.  With our mites, more children 
are learning about Jesus.  Please pray that new 
churches may be planted through these childcare 
centers.  Praise God for using our mites in a mighty 
way! 
 

Submitted by Flo Hofman,  

2nd Vice President  

 

  

Jackie Morris ð Financial Secretary  

                                  
 
Ladies, youôre doing great by sending in those mites.  Even though some societies donôt 
meet during the summer, collection of mites from their congregations are collected and 
sent in.  See Judyôs report on how weôre doing. 
 

In October, I will be sending out notices for the Quarterly/Reporter and travel assessment.  Travel money is 
for delegates and counselor(s) going to the national LWML convention.  These monies are due by Dec. 31st. 
 
One last reminder -- have you forgotten to send in your registration for the FALL RETREAT in Jacksonôs Gap, 
AL on Oct 2, 3 and 4?  Take the time, right now to send it in to me.  Weôre going to have a great time with 
fellowship, Bible study and, of course, Jan Struck will be there to tickle our funny bone.  See you there! 

 
                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                              Jackie Morris                                                                                                                                                     

 

  

http://www.lwmlgulfstates.org/
mailto:huskerhofman@cox.net
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Judy Lessmann  -- Treasurer          

                                                                                              
 

  
 
Total Mites received the first year of this biennium (January 21, 2008 to  
July 31, 2009) ï $38,090.06!  This represents 73.25% of our $52,000  
goal for 2008-2010!  Money from other sources (memorials, convention  
offering, special gifts) totals $1,514.17.  This means our total receipts  
for our mission effort is $39,604.23.  We have paid the first three grants  

of $5,000 each and have paid $3,000 in scholarships.  At the beginning of August we will 
pay another $1,500 in scholarships and the fourth grant for building handicapped ramps in 
Panama City, Florida. 

  
Total mites received this quarter - $4,762.Respectfully Submitted, 

Judy Lessmann, Treasurer 

 

 

Julia Wesley ð Human Care Chairman  

 

 

As your chairman of Human Care, I want to encourage you to visit LCMS World Relief 

and Human Care at www.world-relief.org.  They work to aid in time of disaster relief, 

give medical help, and bring the Word of God to people all over the world.  There you 

will find examples and ideas for projects, such as ministry to single moms, pregnant 

teens, underprivileged children, senior citizens, and a lot more. 

Also visit Orphan Grain Train at www.orgt.org.  This is a wonderful volunteer 

organization that brings help to the needy, both in the U.S. and overseas.  You can adopt 

an orphanage, buy a shunt and save a life, buy warm boots for Russia, and have an 

Undies Sunday.  Thousand of quilts are shipped to destitute people worldwide each year.  They are affiliated 

with the Lutheran Hour Ministries. 
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