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Things to Be Thankful For 
 

The good, green earth beneath our feet, 

The air we breathe, the food we eat, 

Some work to do, a goal to win, 

A hidden longing deep within 

That spurs us on to bigger things 

And helps us meet what each day brings, 

All these things and many more 

Are things we should be thankful foré 

And most of all our thankful prayers 

Should rise to God because He cares! 
--Helen Steiner Rice-- 

 

  

 

 
 
 
   
      
  
 

 
2015 Convention - Des Moines, Iowa - 

June 25 -28, 2015 
Bountiful! Sow Å Nourish Å Reap 

The convention theme is based on the following 
Scripture passage: And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work. 

Convention Goal Statement  
Through Christôs bountiful love and blessings of 
Word and Sacraments, I am equipped by the Holy 
Spirit to work in my Fatherôs harvest field. 

Convention Objectives  
Convention attendees will be: 

¶ Fed by Godôs Word and Sacrament 

¶ Nurtured through worship and fellowship 

¶ Equipped to sow, nourish, and reap in the 
Fatherôs field 

Convention Logo Explanation  
The brown line represents mankind as a newly 
plowed field open to receive Godôs bountiful 
blessings. As God nourishes His people with His 
Word and Sacraments, the Holy Spirit nurtures faith 
in Christ Jesus who, by His death on the cross, 
gives salvation and forgiveness to all believers and 
empowers them to serve as His light (depicted by 
the sun) to the world. The two green lines represent 
the abundant fruits produced through His grace by 
Godôs people. The three lines together depict an 
open Bible. In response to His grace, mercy, and 
bountiful blessings we thank, praise, and share our 
Fatherôs love. 

 

  

  

  
 
  

 

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

February 1, 2015 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com


Gulf States Glad Tidings 2 

               

                                                                 

 

  
Wherever and Whenever: 
    

          This is the last of the 

ñéEverò messages from me in 

Glad Tidings. When we say the LWML pledge we tell 

each other that we are willing to serve the Lord 

ñwherever and whenever He has need of us.ò Have you 

ever given that much thought? Are we really willing to 

serve Him wherever and whenever He might ask us to 

serve? Few of us will be asked to have a ñwhereverò that 

would involve leaving our homes and going to a foreign 

country like Marva Luvgood did. (But I would 

encourage you to sign up for a MOST mission trip.) But 

God nudges us to serve Him often in our own 

neighborhood or church ïby visiting a shut-in, by taking 

food to a new mom, or by just being a friend. Perhaps 

He is nudging you to take a greater role in your LWML 

society, zone, or district. The district nominating 

committee is looking for candidates for 2
nd

 Vice 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Pastoral Counselor 

for the 2016 election. Is God tapping you on the 

shoulder and telling you that He wants you to volunteer? 

This could be your wherever and whenever moment. I 

must admit that when He came calling a year ago in June 

to see if I would be willing to be district president, my 

first reaction was to laugh! (Just like Sarah in the Old 

Testament.) But he sent others to encourage me and now 

here I am! And I am so glad I did not refuse to listen. 

Tune your heart to Godôs whispering and to those 

around you. Step out in faith to serve Him wherever 

and whenever He has need of you. 

          All of the Board of Directorsô positions have now 

been filled. Jackie Morris was appointed to be the 

Organizational Resources Chairman and she was 

approved at the board meeting in October. We have 

three new zone presidents joining the board. Judy 

Jankens was elected president of the Mountain Lakes 

zone, Lucinda Mosley is the new Central Alabama 

president and Jen Wendt is now the president of the 

Emerald Coast Zone. Beth Hornish, Pearl Howard, and 

Pam Hanson were the prior presidents and we thank 

them for their dedicated service. 

          The Board of Directors has approved an exciting 

new position. A Heart to Heart Sisters leader slot will be 

available for someone to attend the training during the 

Des Moines Convention in June. The purpose of the 

H2H program is to connect women leaders from ethnic 

congregations of the LCMS to the life and work of the 

LWML. The district will pay for the leaderôs 

registration, hotel, and meals at the convention. More 

information and the application will be available from 

your zone president and on our web site 

(lwmlgulfstates.org). Completed applications should be 

mailed to me by January 15, 2015. 

          ñThe Time is NOW! is an initiative to help the 

LWML refocus on our basic common core values: being 

in Godôs Word, missions, service, and fellowship. It is 

imperative, even urgent, that women share with other 

women the contagious joy that results from being a 

member of the LWML! The Time is NOW!ò Please go 

to the LWML website (lwml.org) to find out more about 

this idea and to sign up for the 2 Minute Tuesday emails 

which are short, encouraging messages sent every other 

Tuesday. Just click on the ñThe Time is NOW!ò 

revolving banner to start. This is nothing new, itôs just a 

refocus of our efforts. 

          Conventions! 1) LWML convention in Des 

Moines, Iowa, June 25-28, 2015. Watch for information 

in the Winter 2014 issue of the Lutheran Womanôs 

Quarterly. 2) Gulf States District convention Gulfport, 

Mississippi, April 29 to May 1, 2016; 3) LWML 

convention in Birmingham, Alabama, dates to be 

determined. Three very important and exciting 

conventions on the horizon. Get you roommate, plan 

your vacation, BE THERE! 

          The LWML mite goal is behind schedule. By 

January of 2015 they must receive over $636,000 to 

reach the goal set at the 2012 convention. Many 

ministries are waiting for their funds that have been 

promised to them. Please consider having a special mite 

collection at your society meeting or other special 

function. Send that money to Jeanie Kisner, GS District 

financial Secretary, and designated for National mites. 

There is a form on the district website 

(lwmlgulfstates.org) to enclose with your check. The 

LWML (lwml.org) website has up to date information 

about the mite goal. 

           I would like to leave you with one final ñéever.ò 

Now to him who is able to keep you from falling and 

to present you without blemish before the presence of 

his glory with rejoicing, 
 
to the only God, our Savior 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 

dominion, and authority, before all time and now and 

forever. Amen. Jude 24 & 25 (RSV) 

 
 

Judy Lessmann / Gulf States District President

President’s Message—Judy Lessmann 
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Senior Counselor – 

Rev. John Jankens 

 

  
Thankful Then, 
Now, and Forever 

Deuteronomy 8:10 When 
you have eaten and are 
satisfied, praise the LORD 

your God for the good land He has given you. 

 It’s that time of year for national thanksgiving and 
also thanksgiving within the Church for the 
marvelous gift of our Savior at Christmas.  A 
thankful spirit reminds us of the blessings of the 
past.  When we remember how the Lord has 
satisfied all our needs it keeps alive in us the 
memory of His great goodness.  If God had not 
supplied all your needs for all your life you wouldn’t 
be here today to give Him the thanks He deserves.  
There’s an old saying about counting your 
blessings.  If we really sat down and thought about 
God’s loving care for us we would be 
overwhelmed by it all.  The Bible says, 
ñMany, O LORD my God, are the 
wonders You have done. The things 
You planned for us no one can 
recount to You; were I to speak and 
tell of them, they would be too many 
to declare.ò 

Yet the greatest thing God has 
done for us in the past is to send His 
Son Jesus to be our Savior.  You see, 
God has promised to supply all our 
needs.  He knows we need food, 
clothing, and shelter to live.  He knows 
what we need because, not only did 
He create us, He became one of us in 
Jesus.  Jesus knows what it is to be tired, cold, 
hungry, without a home, and to suffer great pain.  
So He knows what you need and He will supply it 
all.  But that which He knows you need the most is 
forgiveness.  So He came and gave us that, as 
well, on the cross where all our sins were paid for.  

A thankful spirit also enables us to use the 
blessings we have now in a God-pleasing way.  It is 
always a danger that we either take God’s blessing 
for granted or start to think that they are our own 
doing alone.  There is a balance that God wishes 

us to keep.  Scripture tells us, ñit is good and 
proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find 
satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun 
. . . moreover, when God gives any man wealth 
and possessions, and enables him to enjoy 
them, to accept his lot and be happy in his 
work-- this is a gift of God.ò  God wishes for us to 
be productive and to find satisfaction in the work we 
do.  In the Garden of Eden Adam worked in the 
garden even before the Fall.  But we need to also 
remember that the fruits of our labors are still the 
gift of God.  ñEvery good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights.ò 

Finally, a thankful spirit helps us to pray 
rightly for blessings in the future.  Perhaps this is 
most clearly given to us in Scripture where it says, 
ñDo not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  
Sometimes, when people ask me how to pray I 
suggest to them an acronym to follow.  A.C.T.S.  
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and 
Supplication.  If we begin our prayer with adoration 
of God we will begin with a proper respect for and 
confidence in God to supply all that we pray for.  
Following that with confession puts us in mind of 

our need to be made right with God 
through His Son Jesus Christ and it 
removes the wall of sin we have built that 
separates us from God.  Next comes 
thanksgiving.  In giving thanks for what 
God has already given us we can begin 
to see more clearly what His will is for our 
lives.  Then we conclude with 
supplication - asking for what we need.  
Thanksgiving strengthens faith, gives us 
encouragement in the love of God we 
have already experienced, enables us to 
pray with proper submission to God’s will 
for our lives, and then prepares us for the 
reception of the blessings that we seek. 

Let’s always embrace the Giver 
and not the gifts.  Be satisfied most of all with the 
gift of salvation in Jesus Christ alone.  With all we 
have been given as individuals, congregations, 
societies, zones, and districts of the LWML we can’t 
help but be satisfied.  And then let’s remember to 
say thank you as well!  ñOh give thanks to the 
LORD, for He is good; His love endures 
forever.ò 
In Christ, 

Pastor Jankens
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Diane Plotz -- 2
nd

 Vice President     

   

 GULF STATES DISTRICT 

 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of Godõs grace in its various forms.  
1 Peter 4:10 
 
The LWML Gulf Sates District has proven to be great stewards with the Mites that are collected at Individual 
Society meetings and among our churches.   
 
This chart will show how we stand on our current grants for the Biennium . 
 
A mission goal for the 2014-2016 biennium was set at $57,000.  One half ($28,500) of this is designated for the 
mission projects selected at this convention.  They were:   

1. Gulf States District Scholarship Fund - $6,000 (3 given each year at $1,000 each) 
 Fall payments have been made to the three recipients.   
нΦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ {ŜƭƳŀΣ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ - $5,000   PAID 
3. Curriculum for Trinity Lutheran School, Mobile, AL - $2,955.91 
4. Support Trinity, Hope in Haiti - $5,000 
5. Lutheran Books for Families in Ethiopia - $3,000 
сΦ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ .ǊŀƛƭƭŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘ - $5,000  
7. Computer/ Playground Equipment, Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Elberta, AL -$1,544.09. 

  

Geri Kulbitskas – Nominating Committee  

 

Just a reminder:   the Nominating Committee is looking for names of anyone who would, or might run for a 

District Officer position. 

Positions open are: Second Vice President, Treasurer, and Recording Secretary.  We also need at least 3 

people for the Nominating Committee.  And finally, please send me any suggestions you have for a junior 
pastoral counselor. 
 
Call me, write me, or e-mail me!           
gerikulb@bellsouth.net 
205-384-5415             
85 Co. Rd. 3989 
Jasper,Al. 35503. 
 
God's Blessings on all of you. 
 

Geri Kulbitskas   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter+4:10&version=NIV
mailto:gerikulb@bellsouth.net
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Flo Hofman – Treasurer       

                                               
  

  Mites and Missions Update 
 

 
In addition to the regular mites, memorials were received and designated for district grants 
and national grants. Special offerings were also received for the national grants.  
 
May God use these mites in a powerful way! 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Flo Hofman ï Treasurer 
 

Jeanie Kisner – Financial Secretary 

 
Dear LWML Sisters, 
 
Mites have been coming to me regularly.  The total money I have received to date is 
$18,316.36.  Breaking these amounts into giving catagories: 
 
 Mites:                               $16,598.36 
 Quarterly:                           $1,194.50 
 Travel:                                   $949.00 
 Other (Memorials, etc.):        $665.00 
 

I want to remind you that in addition to the donation of mites, you may give 
donations in Honorarium and Memorial.    
 
In His Service,      
 

Jeanie Kisner  
 
334-347-3948 
jeaniekpa@roadrunner.com 

 

$0 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 

Aug-
14 

Sep-
14 

Oct-
14 

Dollars 

District 
Operations 

National Grants 

mailto:jeaniekpa@roadrunner.com
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Norma Palmer – Special Focus Ministries  

 
 
Two Mission opportunities have been introduced and you may choose to use them in your local LWML 
Societies:  the “Blessing Bag Ministry” and “MOST”. 
 

BLESSING BAG MINISTRY 
 
I get excited when I see someone without food, money, or shelter standing on the street corner!  Not that I’m 
excited about their situation, but I’m so eager to give out a Blessing Bag!  I keep one or two in the car, ready 
when a person is in need. 
Suggested Items:  (Into a zip-lock bag place the following)  

1.  Pocket Tissues 
2. Pen 
3. Paper 
4. Lip Balm 
5. Bottle Water 
6. Granola Bar 
7. Hotel soap/shampoo 
8. Penny Candy 
9. Band-aids 
10. Small Prayer Book 
11. Peanut Butter Crackers 
12. $2 or $3 in cash 

 
Your District Board was introduced to the Blessing Bag Ministry in October.  You may choose to have your 
ladies bring these items as “admission” to your local LWML meetings.  Ask the Lord’s blessing on all the 
potential recipients.  As the bags are given, have the women share their stories of the Blessing Bag at future 
meetings.    
 

MOST 
 
This year 4 million pairs of eyeglasses will be thrown away in the U.S. while 158 million people world-wide 
suffer from uncorrected vision, according to the MOST website.  You can make a difference in these numbers 
through the MOST Eyeglass Ministry!  MOST is a not-for-profit working independently of LCMS, but providing 
activities in harmony with the Synod and fostering the mission and ministry of LCMS.  Your first step?  Check 
the details at mostministries.org. - click on “Serving at MOST” and “Eyeglass Ministry”.  Lynn Wrightson is 
Eyeglass Director, 734-994-7909.  Ask the Lord if He wants your LWML group to serve Him in this new way.  If 
this MOST Ministry is for you, your group will soon be ‘seeing’ the eyeglasses fill your church’s collection box!  
MOST Ministries often provides the only pair of eyeglasses a person will ever own. 

 
God Bless your Giving! 
 

Norma Palmer  
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Jackie Morris –Organizational Resources 

 

           The objective of Organizational Resources is to educate all people about the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  It consists of four sections that can be used 
individually in separate events, or all or some of the sections may be used together as 
a one-day event.  It is also useful as a refresher for women who are already involved. 
           Organizational Resources on the national level has three committees listed 
under it.  To access this information go to the LWML website:  www.lwml.org.  Click on 
MISSIONS, then DEPARTMENTS, scroll down to ORGANIZATIONAL RESOURCES,  
and click on the committee you desire information. 

 

¶ H.O.P.E. Committee (Helping Organizations Participate Effectively) 

¶ Leader Development Committee 

¶ Structure Committee 
 
           I will take each Committee and explain what the function is of that 
particular committee and point you where to go on the LWML website for a wealth of information.  In this issue 
I will concentrate on the first listed committee:  H.O.P.E. Committee.   
          The purpose statement of H.O.P.E. is:  

¶ To encourage all women to participate in events and activities that offer warm, welcoming 
opportunities for women to grow in faith and relationships as sisters in Christ; and 

¶ To strengthen current LWML groups, providing resources that facilitate the connection of women 
and their embodiment of the LWML mission in various ways throughout their congregations. 

           While I hope and want you to use the LWML website, I am ALWAYS AVAILABABLE to help in any way I 
can or answer questions you may have.  Please, do not hesitate to call or e-mail me.  I’m here to serve you 
and your societies. 
 

Jackie Morris   /Chairman 

850-492-2006 / jmorris317@cox.net  

 
 

Jennifer Stieglitz -- Young Woman Rep.   
 
Are you new to the LWML?   Maybe you have watched your mom participate your 
whole life, but you do not know where you fit?  In the summer of 2015 you will have a 
chance to discover what you have been missing.  The 2015 Biennial Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League Convention in Des Moines, Iowa “Bountiful – Sow, 
Nourish, Reap” will need a Young Woman to go and represent our District.  A Young 
Woman Representative (YWR) is 22 to 35 year old who has a heart for the Lord, a 
heart for LWML, and is willing to serve God, assist the District President, and 
represent our District during the entire Convention.  It is an amazing experience and 

one you do not want to miss. I was blessed with the opportunity to be selected as the YWR for the Gulf States 
District for the 2011 Biennial Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention in Peoria, Illinois, “Being with 
Jesus, Living on the Edge”.  I would love to share my experiences with you and encourage you, please contact 
me at 256-337-2591 or ziggyjenn34@gmail.com.   
You may also go to the LWML website, http://www.lwml.org/ministries/youngwoman to find more information.  
Please submit applications to me by January 15, 2015. 
 

Jennifer Stieglitz , YWR Liaison 

8857 Tacoma Dr. 
Huntsville, AL 35802   Phone: 256-337-2591 Ziggyjenn34@gmail.com.       

http://www.lwml.org/
mailto:jmorris317@cox.net
mailto:ziggyjenn34@gmail.com
http://www.lwml.org/ministries/youngwoman
mailto:Ziggyjenn34@gmail.com
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Recycle to Raise Funds toward the 

2019 National Convention in Birmingham, AL  
 

 

WE CONTINUE TO TURN TRASH INTO CASH!  A project of your LWML Gulf 
States District to raise funds for the 2019 National Convention in Birmingham, 
Alabama.  We will also be doing something good for the environment!  All you have 
to do is donate the following items: 
 
      Empty inkjet printer cartridges (no Epson cartridges) 

Empty laser printer cartridges 
Empty toner bottles 
Used cell phones 

   Laptops (include power cords) 
   Digital cameras (include power cords) 
   E-Readers (include power cords) 
   Tablets (include power cords) 
   GPS systems 
   Scientific calculators (include power cords) 
(No items are accepted from Office Depot, Staples, or Office Maxð
their items are reconditioned.) 
 
These items must be packed in 30 to 40 pound boxes.  Please do not leave them in the original 
boxes, but wrap them individually in plastic. 
We’ll collect these items and turn them into a company--for cash--that will safely recycle them.  It’s 
easy and it’s the right thing to do.   
 Zone Facilitators will be collecting the items for shipment.   
Gulf States LWML will thank you…and so will the environment. 
 

Ellyn Collett , District Facilitator 

 

TELL ME A STORY

Has anyone ever asked you to explain to them what the Lutheran Womenôs Missionary 

League (LWML) is? What words do you use to describe the LWML? Some words and 

phrases that might come to mind could be: being in the Word, mites and missions, service 

opportunities, and fellowship with our sisters in Christ. 

What is your LWML story? Why do you continue to remain in the LWML? For most of us, our LWML story involves 

others who have welcomed us and taken the time to encourage and guide us. The goal of sharing our stories is that 

others will see the opportunities available to serve our Lord through the LWML. The time is now to share your story 

with the special women in your life and make a difference in their lives. 

Challenge: Write down your LWML story and also tell why you continue to be involved in it. Share this with at least 

one woman in your life this week. 

Shari Miller  -- LWML Strategic Plan Facilitator                                                                          (ARTICLE: lwml.org) 
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Emerald Coast Zone  

Currie House of Pensacola, FL recently was the recipient of a check for $500 from the LWML at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Pensacola.  The funds were raised from their summer sale and included matching funds from 
Thrivent.  The LWML of Redeemer has supported Currie House for a number of years, not only monetarily, but 
also with clothing, bedding, school supplies, and special gifts at Christmas. 

 
Currie House is a ministry of Lutheran Services Florida 
and offers care, comfort and counseling for runaway 
and homeless youths in Escambia County.  All follow-up 
care for the youth and their families is provided at no 
cost to them. 
 
The six ladies in the picture are (left to right):  Beth 
Deck, Jamie Cochran and Sherri Swann of Currie House,  
JoAnne First, Charlotte Swanson and Carolyn Johnson of 
Redeemer LWML. 
 

Submitted by Pam Hansen  
  

Central  Alabama Zone  

 
The LWML of United Lutheran Church, Montgomery, AL warmly welcomed the 2014 Fall Rally on Saturday, 
October 18, 2014.  ¢ƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ άL [ƻǾŜ ǘƻ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅΥ CŀƛǘƘ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΣ wŀƘŀōΣ !ƴƴŀ ŀƴŘ 
¢ƘŜ {ŀƳŀǊƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŀƴέ ōȅ 5ŜŀŎƻƴŜǎǎ {ȅƭǾƛŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ Rev. Ferris Nye.  His knowledge of the three 
women and their genealogy to Jesus Christ greatly enlightened the bible study. 
  
The women donated many personal items to the One Place Family Justice Center which provides services to 
victims of domestic violence. 
  
Several important events were highlighted during the business meeting:  The upcoming 36th Biennial 
Convention in Des Moines Iowa on June 25-28, 2015, the recycling program, the Heart to Heart Sister 
Program, Young Women Representative for the district, LWML Spring 2015 Christian Growth Workshop at 
Trinity Lutheran in Dothan, and the election of officers for the next term. 
  
The new officers are:  Lucinda Mosely, Zone President, Pearl Parrish, Secretary-Treasurer, and Sue Gill, 
Christian Life chairperson.  On behalf of the LWML officers, we would like to extend our appreciation to all the 
members and guests who attended and helped make the 2014 Fall Rally a great success. 
 

 Pearl Howard  
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Mountain Lakes Zone   

 
The ladies of Ascension Lutheran Church hosted the Mountain 
Lakes Zone Fall Rally on October 18, 2014.  Fifty-three ladies 
and three pastors attended.  The in-gathering for the Blessing 
Basket Ministry at Ascension brought in 158 pairs of children's 
socks and 114 pairs of children's underwear for a total of 272  
items.  At our business meeting we elected Judy Jankens as 
our President, Rita Lange as Vice President, Jennifer Merry as 
Secretary/Treasurer and Linda Bailey and Karen Crout as the 
Nominating Committee. 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo to the Left:  The in-gathering with Rev. Bernie Ansorge, Susan 

Thomas-Society President, and Betty Fischer, head of the Fall Rally 

Planning Committee   

 
Submitted by Beth Hornish  
 

 

A SPECIAL BABY 

  

aŀǊƪ [ƻǿǊȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎƻƴƎ άaŀǊȅΣ 5ƛŘ ¸ƻǳ 
YƴƻǿΚέ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ōȅ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ the cross, as 
her son was being crucified. Maybe she was remembering back to that 
ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŜǎΦ  
 
άL ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ 
scooped out the oceans and formed the seas. I wonder if she realized 
those were the same feet that had walked on streets of gold and been 
worshiped by angels. Those little lips were the same lips that had 
spoken the world into existence. When Mary kissed her little baby, she 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀōȅΤ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  
 
Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, Lowry notes τ not just for the world but also for His own 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ ά¢ƘŜ ōŀōȅ ōƻȅ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦέ  
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