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Only Is Enough  

God is not looking for the best qualifications, best 

ability, best charisma, best prospects type of 

people ñ not that he would turn down these sorts 

automatically, because itõs also true that some of 

the most gifted people in our society have also 

been some of Godõs best servants. But that is a 

coincidence and not a requirement. I think that is 

because God knows that the vast majority of men 

and women fall into the òI am onlyó category. But 

only is enough with Godõs help, and it would amaze 

you what God can make of them.   

ñAlastair Symington   
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START PLANNING 

YOUR VISIT TO THE 

MISSISSIPPI COAST!  

 
     The next Gulf States District Convention 
will be April 29, 30, and May 1, 2016, in 
Gulfport, MS. The Convention Committee has 
met and defined some of the  needs. We will 
meet again in a few months.  

      We want to encourage everyone to start 
saving for the convention ---we will work hard 
to make this conventi on a blessing to all who 
attend.  
     The present feedback available is that the 
hotel is honoring a $139 room rate , including 
the 2 days before and 2 days after the 
convention dates.  Consider making t his a 
family get -away-vacation. There is enter -
tainment for the c hildren, golf for the men, 
and, of course, shopping.  Visits to museums 
can be arranged.   
 

Ginny Hermetz, Convention Chairman 
228-832-4588 

gphermetz@bellsouth.net  

 
  

 

 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

August 1, 2015 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com
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Have you noticed that 
sometimes the Lord 
bombards you with a 
message? That has 
happened to me lately. I 
was privileged to attend a 

ñWomen of Joyò conference the end of April. And 
then many of the messages I heard on the radio 
encouraged Christians to be joyful. Also the book I 
am reading has a chapter about joy and one of the 
Bible passages that the author quotes is Psalm 
100:2: ñServe the Lord with gladness.ò As we serve 
the Lord through the LWML letôs remember the 
ñgladnessò part. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit and part 
of the very nature of God. When it is hard to be 
joyful, remember the lines of the poem 
by Henry Van Dyke: ñJoyful, joyful, we 
adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love.ò 
And let your face show that you serve 
the God of glory, Lord of love.  
 
Excitement is in the air! Whenever I 
have the opportunity to talk to any of 
district ladies, the topic almost always 
turns to CONVENTION! The delegates 
have been selected, hotel reservations 
have been made, and registrations have been sent 
in. And I hear that Des Moines is ready for us. It will 
be another uplifting and enjoyable convention. 
These are the delegates from the Gulf States 
District: Azalea ï Mollie Anderson; Central 
Alabama ï Lucinda Mosley; Emerald Coast ï Jen 
Wendt; Magnolia ï Lynette Haerer; Mountain Lakes 
ï Judy Jankens; and Women of Vision ï Bettie 
Woods. Pastor Mark Kuehnert will be attending as 
pastoral counselor; Elizabeth Lange is our YWR; 
and as your president I will also be going. Please 
pray for the presenters and the musicians, for the 
officers and the host committee, for your delegates 
and representatives, and for safe travel for 
everyone.  Many others from our district are also 
travelling to Des Moines. If you are one of those 
going and you have not notified your zone 
president, please email me so that we can be in 
touch. Judy.lwml@scottsboro.org.  
 
As most of you already know, LWML has exceeded 
its mission goal of 1.83 million dollars! By the grace 
of God and the generosity of His people, all the 

grants that were selected at the 2013 convention 
will be funded. Many district boards, including your 
Gulf States District, and the national board of 
directors gave special offerings at their meetings. 
These gifts were a great help in reaching the goal. 
But it is always your consistent, loving gifts that 
make up the majority of dollars needed to push us 
over the top. At the convention in Des Moines the 
voting body will prayerfully select the next goal and 
also the recipients of the grants. Pray that God will 
grant us direction and courage as we vote on these 
important issues. As you have opportunity, talk with 
your delegate about the proposed mission grants. 
You will find them listed at lwml.org. While she will 
welcome your input, she will vote as she feels led 

since she will have the advantage of 
hearing more about the grants at the 
convention. 
 
There are several ways that you can 
participate in the convention. One is 
by watching the live streaming. I do 
not know how much of the 
convention will be available (check 
lwml.org for information), but try to at 
least watch the opening communion 

service. It is always an incredibly uplifting and 
inspiring experience to join with thousands of other 
Lutherans as we worship God and receive Holy 
Communion. Another way to participate is to 
contribute to the mission walk. Even if your 
delegate or other attendee is not going to walk, she 
will be glad to accept contributions which will go to 
the 2015-2017 mission grant goal. And thirdly, as I 
have mentioned before ï Pray, pray, pray! As 
youôre going about your activities that last full week 
of June, bring the convention and all the 
participants to the throne of God and ask for His 
blessing so that all will be done to His glory. 
And so I sign off with the convention theme verse: 
And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good 
work (2 Corinthians 9:8 NIV).  
See you in Des Moines! 

 

            

Judy Lessmann / Gulf States District President

 

Presidentõs MessageñJudy Lessmann  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glory_(religion)
mailto:Judy.lwml@scottsboro.org
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Senior  Counselor ð 

Rev. John Jankens  

Godõs Holy Spirit for You

Pentecost is a day for us 
to remember and to 
know and to count on the 
power and the reality of 
the unseen. The Bible 
says, "No one can say, 
óJesus is Lord,ô except 

by the Holy Spirit." Thatôs the power and the 
reality of the unseen working of the Holy Spirit. 
Through Baptism, through the power of Godôs 
Word, the Holy Spirit creates faith in you and me. It 
is only because the Spirit has already worked faith 
in us that we can publically profess that 
faith. Itôs not a personal decision; itôs the 
powerful and unseen working of the Holy 
Spirit through His chosen means of Word 
and Sacrament. 

Even after we have been given saving faith 
in Jesus, there are still times when we are 
weak. Itôs those times that break down our 
spiritual conceit that thinks we can handle 
our souls on our own and we are led to 
repentance of our arrogance. Our Lord 
Jesus says we are forgiven. Then the Holy 
Spirit says, "I am here. Watch what My 
power will do in you." He has put the Spirit 
of Christ in us and now gives us the 
unseen strength to live as a follower of Christ. He is 
there to give us the ability to love God instead of 
rebel against Him. The Holy Spirit is there to help 
us to be patient with our children. He is there to 
help us say the kind word. He is there to help us 
love our neighbors. He is there to help us love 
ourselves and to help us love and trust our God. 
Even when we are so pressed down by sin and 
circumstance that we canôt even find words to pray 
to God for help the Bible says, "The Spirit helps 
us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot 
express." When we mess up, and we will, He is 
there to reveal again to us that we have a God who 
loves us despite ourselves, a God who showers 
upon us all the forgiveness and care that we need 
because of Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit fights for us and fills us through 
Word and Sacrament. That is where He promises 
to help us. The Word assures us of how much God 
loves us. The Sacraments tell us that love means - 
forgiveness of sins and a place with God forever in 
heaven. What draws us together around Word and 
Sacrament in the Divine Service each week? What 
draws us each individually to God in our own lives? 
The answers are the same - the love that God has 
for us as His dear people. 

God the Father has placed the Holy Spirit into us by 
Word and Sacrament to produce in us what 
we cannot produce ourselves - the faith and 
strength we need to be the people of God. 

Jesus promises, "No one can come to Me 
unless the Father who sent Me draws 
him, and I will raise him up at the last 
day." Praise God for the women of the 
LWML whom He uses as a tool to draw 
people to Himself even as we remember 
that it is God doing ALL the work! God the 
Father creates us and draws us to Himself. 
The Son died and rose to earn our 
salvation. The Holy Spirit uses Word and 
Sacrament to give and sustain saving faith. 
In all He does, Godôs love picks us up - 

poor, blind, dead people that we are - and He loves 
us and tells us that we are His dear people. And He 
promises to keep us safe even to eternal life. Thank 
you Holy Spirit for revealing Godôs love for me in 
Jesus my Savior! Thank you for the faith youôve 
given me. Thank you for speaking Godôs saving 
Word through the mouths of the prophets, apostles, 
and our pastors. Thank you for doing for me what I 
could never do for myself - believe in my Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Thank you for being the Lord 
and Giver of my life. Thank you that you have 
called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified me 
and all believers. Thank you that I can say "Jesus 
is Lord." 

InChrist,  

Pastor Jankens
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Diane Plotz -- 2
nd

 Vice President    

GULF STATES DISTRICT 
 

The plans of the diligent lead to profit, as surely as haste leads to 
poverty.   Proverbs 21:5   (NIV) 

 
This Bible verse speaks to the way of the Gulf States District LWML.  We 
have planned our Grants and we have been diligent in collecting our Mites so 
these may be paid.  
A mission goal for the 2014-2016 biennium was set at $57,000.  One half 

($28,500) of this is designated for the mission projects selected at this convention.  This chart will 
show how we stand on our current grants.  
 
1. Gulf States District Scholarship Fund - $6,000 (3 given each year at $1,000 each)  
           Scholarships for the year 2014-2015 have been paid. 
2. International Church Workersô Scholarships, Concordia College, Selma, Alabama - $5,000   PAID 
3. Curriculum for Trinity Lutheran School, Mobile, AL - $2,955.91   PAID 
4. Support Trinity, Hope in Haiti - $5,000   PAID 
5. Lutheran Books for Families in Ethiopia - $3,000   PAID 
6. Lutheran Braille Workersô Lutheran Library for the Blind - $5,000  
7. Computer/ Playground Equipment, Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Elberta, AL -$1,544.09 
 
Scholarship applications were available and the deadline has passed. We only received one 
application, so therefore that recipient will be announced later in the year. 

 

Diane Plotz  

 When the Women of Eternal Hope Lutheran Church in Brooklyn Park, MN decided 

to make pillowcases for an area childrenôs hospital, they decided to get the entire 

church involved.  Women and a few men of all ages came to help sew. At the end of 

the day 50 pillowcases were completed.  One young attendee, Kaylee, age 11 

enjoyed the project so much she continued making pillow cases over her summer 

vacation with her aunt. 

Servant projects in the LWML are not only for LWMLers.  They are also a great opportunity to share the joy of 

serving our Lord with others in our congregations and communities.  

So when you plan your next event, donôt stop the invitations at current 

members or LWML.  Reach out and involve all the people in the 

pew.  You never know who may be ready to serve with you. 

Story update:  This year friends and family of Women of Eternal 

Hope made a goal to make 100 pillowcases.  Over 75 were either 

completed or started this March and the remaining 25 will be made at 

home by women who are on a mission to share Godôs love!  

Copied from the LWML.org web-site. 
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Flo Hof man  ð Treasurer       

                                               
  

 
 Mites and Missions Update 

 
In addition to the regular mites, special offerings were also received 
for the national grants in the amount of $450.  
 
The national mite goal has been surpassed! What a blessing to see 
God use these mites for so many ministries. Praise God to whom all 
blessings flow! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Flo Hofman, Treasurer 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The History of Mustard Seed Devotional Packets 
  

The seed of the mustard plant is among the smallest of seeds, yet from this 
small seed grows a large bush. Jesus used the analogy of a mustard seed to 
show how something small and seemingly inconsequential can have a powerful 
impact. 

In 1971 the Lutheran Womenôs Missionary League (LWML) developed a new 
series of short personal Bible studies called Mustard Seeds. These individual 

leaflets were designed initially to help women working outside the home share their faith during coffee breaks 
and lunch hour discussions. Over the years the LWML developed numerous Mustard Seeds packets, all on 
different topics. 

Mustard Seeds packets are used both for personal Bible study and as an evangelism or witness tool. The 
newest packets in this series include a devotional text, clear Gospel message and include the complete text of 
quoted scripture. With these additions to a time honored product, the LWML hopes that Mustard Seeds 
continue to be a strong, vibrant tool for Christian growth and Gospel sharing. 

$0 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 

Feb-
15 

Mar-
15 

Apr-
15 

Dollars 

District Operations 

National Grants 

District Grants 
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Norma Palmer ð Special Focus  Ministries   

 

  

BLESSING  BAGS 
 

More LWML groups want to assemble Blessing Bags, so I am 
listing the suggested items again.  Into a one gallon size slide-
lock bag insert the following: 
 
1.  Pocket tissue           6.  Hotel soap/shampoo 
2.  Pen and paper         7.  Penny candy 
3.  Lip-balm                   8.  Band-aids 
4.  Bottle water             9.  Small prayer book 
5.  Granola bar           10.  $2 - $3 dollars 
 

As you pack your BAG, pray for the potential recipient to be blessed with these items.  Store the BAG 
in your car until the Lord directs a person to you!  What a loving way to serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
 

SO MANY BOOKS, SO LITTLE TIME 
 
Would you enjoy reading Christian books, but not sure what books to choose?  A Christian Book Club 
may be a great way to do that.  Millie Sallo, who is a member of Grace, Huntsville, AL and very active 
in LWML, started a Christian Book Club.  To include this group as a mission outreach to Huntsville, 
she advertised in the free ñCommunity Eventsò section of the newspaper, as well as bulletin 
announcements at Grace.  If women from your community attend, you have a great chance to share 
your Christian faith.  The Time Is NOW! 
Monthly meetings give time and discipline to finish a book and then discuss it.  Millie begins each 
meeting by thanking the Lord for the talents of writers and includes prayer concerns of the group. 
Group members bring a favorite read and a book list is chosen.  The group decides on 6 books for 
the next 6 months. 
 
Recent reads:  ñLife in the Dark Beltò by Dr. Rosa Young 
                        ñSeeking Allah, Finding Jesusò by Nabeel Quershi 
                        ñIn His Stepsò by Charles M. Sheldon 
 
With fewer events at church in the summer, it is a perfect time to 
begin a Christian Book Club!   
 
God bless and keep you. 
 

 Norma Palmer  
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Geri Kulbitskas ð Nominating Committee   

 
The Nominating Committee is looking for those of you who have the talent to 
serve YOUR District LWML.  WE NEED YOU! 
These offices open are: Second Vice President (mission Grants), Recording 
Secretary, Treasurer, Nominating Committee, and Junior Pastoral Counselor.   
 
Are you proud of your pastor and feel he can help guide our LWML?  Please 
send us his name and how we can contact him. 
Send your name or a person you believe can fill one of these offices and how 
we can contact you/them. 
 
If you have any question you can call me at 205-384-5415, email gerikulb@bellsouth.net, or write me at 85 Co. 
Rd. 3989: Jasper, Al. 35503.   You can also go to LWMLgulfstates.org and in the left column click on Bylaws, 
and go to page 6 for 2nd Vice President, page 8 for Secretary, page 9 for Treasure, pages 7, 9, & 10 for 
Nominating Committee, and page 9 for Jr. Pastoral Counselor. 
 
We need to have the pastoral counselor quickly.  All who are running for office names have to be in to meet 
the deadline for the 2015 Winter Edition of Gulf States Glad Tidings before the convention.  So please help us 
out as soon as possible! 
 
Thank You and God's Blessings on all of you. 
 

Geri Kulbitskas   / Nominating Committee  

gerikulb@bellsouth.net   205-384-5415             
85 Co. Rd. 3989 
Jasper,Al. 35503. 

 

Homemaking   

 

Homemaking is unique in combining the most 
menial jobs with the most meaningful tasks, it is a 
challenge to accommodate others without losing 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ƛǘ is a demanding pursuit, but 
the fringe benefits are terrific!  
William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, 
gave this glowing tribute of his wife Catherine at 
the time of her death:  
ά¢ƻ ƳŜ ǎƘŜ has been made of God, never-
failing sympathy, reliable wisdom, and unvarnished 
truth ς in short, all that is noble and good; and 
consequently a tower of strength a mine of wealth, 
and an ever-ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΦέ  
²ƛǘƘ άǳƴŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣέ 

Catherine Booth was a woman to be praised 
because she feared the Lord.  
 
τDorothy Patterson  
ƛƴ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŜǾƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Bible (NIV)  

mailto:gerikulb@bellsouth.net
mailto:gerikulb@bellsouth.net
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Recycle to Raise Funds toward the 

2019 National Convention in Birmingham, AL  
 

WE CONTINUE TO TURN TRASH INTO CASH!  A project of your LWML Gulf States District 
to raise funds for the 2019 National Convention in Birmingham, Alabama.  We will also 
be doing something good for the environment!  All you have to do is donate the 
following items: 

 
   Empty inkjet printer cartridges (no Epson cartridges) 
                 Empty laser printer cartridges 

Empty toner bottles 
Used cell phones 

   Laptops (include power cords) 
   Digital cameras (include power cords) 
   E-Readers (include power cords) 
   Tablets (include power cords) 
   GPS systems 
   Scientific calculators (include power cords) 
(No items are accepted from Office Depot, Staples, or Office Maxτtheir items are reconditioned.) 
 
These items must be packed in 30 to 40 pound boxes.  Please do not leave them in the original boxes, but 
wrap them individually in plastic. 
²ŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ--for cash--ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ   
 Zone Facilitators will be collecting the items for shipment.   
DǳƭŦ {ǘŀǘŜǎ [²a[ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΧŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

Ellyn Collett , District Facilitator 

 
 

 

Zone Workshop Supports Recycling 
 

The ladies of the Emerald Coast Zone were very successful in 
their recycling efforts.  They gathered and collected material for 
the Christian Life Workshop in April, to aid the fund raising 
activity to support the 2019 National Convention to be held in 
Birmingham, AL.  Bea Daily, Coordinator for Emerald Coast Zone, 
is shown in the photo packing 120 pounds of items to ship to the 
recycling center. 
 

Bea Daily  
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Emerald  Coast  

Zon e 
 

 

Good Shepherd LWML of Shalimar, FL, hosted the 
Emerald Coast Zone Christian Life Workshop on April 
18th.  Sister societies include ladies from Pensacola, 
Santa Rosa, Crestview, Destin, and Shalimar.  The 
Rally opened with a prayer service led by Pastor 
Kevin Wendt of Grace, 5ŜǎǘƛƴΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άDƻŘτGiven 
IŀǘǎέΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿƻǊŜ ƘŀǘǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀǘǎ as props to identify different stages of our Christian life.  
The theme carried through with tea pots for table decorations and individual boxes of tea wrapped in purple 
tulle with a yellow note ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΥ  άIŀǾŜ ŀ ¢ea-riffic year -- Serving the Lord wƛǘƘ DƭŀŘƴŜǎǎέΦ  ²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƴŜǿ 
friends and kept the old, ΨōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ goldΩ.  We were united as one in celebrating Holy 
Communion.  The lunch meal was catered by Dave Hudson, a member of Good Shepherd, who owns ΨWƛƳ ƴΩ 
Nick BarbequeΩ.  Fellowship time was loaded with quizzes and games with prizes for everyone.  Marcie Boutz 
from Grace, Destin, led the afternoon session Bible Study, άCƻŎǳǎ [ƻǎǘτCƻŎǳǎ wŜǎǘƻǊŜŘέ, focusing on Peter. 
¢ƘŜ /ƭƻǎƛƴƎ 5ŜǾƻǘƛƻƴΣ άCƻŎǳǎ [ƻǎǘτCƻŎǳǎ wŜǎǘƻǊŜŘέΣ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ½ƻƴŜ tresident, Jen Wendt, once again 
referring to the subject of teapots. 
A successful ingathering for Gifts from the Heart included towels, wash clothes, and toiletries collected for 
Family Life Ministries (Rhonda Coons Home). 
 

Bea Daily  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Emerald Coast Officers: Jen Wendt-Pres., Theri 

Partlow- Sec-Treas,. Carolyn Kassaulke Vice Pres. 

Bea Daily shows one of the different hats used in ñThe 

God Hats" prayer service. 
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MAGNOLIA ZONE  

 
The ladies of Magnolia Zone have been extremely busy this spring: 
Good Shepherd Lutheran in Biloxi, MS, hosted the installation and ordination 
ceremony of their new pastor, James Garnett on February 14th.  The LWML 
truly welcomed his wife, Ellen, as she immediately stepped up to volunteer to 
be the Registrar for the April 2016 LWML District Convention in Biloxi.  The 
ladies hosted a barbeque social on April 25th, for spouses and guests and 
organized a family gathering at a local restaurant after worship on May 3rd, 
having 36 church members in attendance.  On May 24th, they hosted a potluck 
luncheon honoring the confirmation students and presented them each with a 
personal banner.  The congregation is involved in aiding the LWML in collecting 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ άDƛŦǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴŜ [²a[ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
Submitted by Donna Hunt, President 

 
St. Matthew Lutheran LWML in Gulfport, MS, recruited help from 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ŀƎǎέ ŦƻǊ 
distribution in the area. Each lady felt they were blessed as much as the 
recipients.  The ladies celebrated the anniversary of their LWML 
birthday by going to lunch after Worship with spouses, the Pastor, and 
tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦ  {Ƙŀǿƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 
the ladies to congregation shut-ins.  LWML was blessed with a good sale 
when they sponsored the semi-annual rummage sale on May 2nd.  
  

 
Christ Lutheran of Pascagoula, MS, are preparing for the arrival of their new pastor.  LWML members are 
planning a Book Club event sometime this summer and are now studying the book, άbŜǿ {ƻƴƎέ. 
 
{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ [²a[Σ tƛŎŀȅǳƴŜΣ MS, sponsored an Easter Breakfast for 
the local Food Bank, collected home/health kits and provided back-
packs for many in need.  They also sponsored a Silent Auction to 
help with utility bills and other sundry items.  The St. Paul ladies 
also hosted the Spring Joy Workshop where 22 ladies and 2 pastors 
enjoyed a Bible Study presented by Rev. Brad Aumann.  An offering 
of $79 will be sent to District for the Christian Growth Fund and 

$105 will be sent to the District LWML for Mites. 
 
 
St. John Lutheran ladies in Hattiesburg, MSΣ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ά/ƛƴŎƻ 5Ŝ aŀȅƻέΣ ōȅ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
fundraiser on May 3 for the Edwards Street Fellowship Center.  Members prepared 
delicious Mexican dishes and served over 100 people.  The children, and young at heart, 
enjoyed the Pinata and the Mexican Hat Dance.  Thrivent helped with this worthy cause 
and a Free-Will Offering raised $525. 
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Mountain Lakes Zone  

 
The Mountain Lakes Zone Christian Growth Workshop was help on April 
25th ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ /ǳƭƭƳŀƴΣ !ƭŀōŀƳŀΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ пр 
ladies from seven societies present.  Pastor John Bussman 
began the workshop with devotion.  Ms. Audrey Quick from 
Trinity in Hanceville, a Concordia-Nebraska grad, led our Bible Study 
on Bountiful!  Reap, Sow, Nourish ς our 2015 convention theme.  We 
sang hymns, had a skit performed about LWML, and shared events 
that were happening throughout our societies.  The gracious ladies of 
{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ provided a wonderful luncheon where we were filled with nourishment and fellowship.   
There will be at least 14 women from Mountain Lakes Zone attending the National Convention in Des Moines, 
Iowa! 
 
Our Fall Rally will be held at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Florence, AL. 
 
Blessings to all, 

 

Judy Jank ens   and the ladies of the Mountain Lakes Zone LWML 

  

     

 

Women of Valor 

 
In A Year of Biblical Womanhood (Thomas Nelson), Rachel Held Evans explores the concept of the Proverbs 31 
woman, whose character is described as noble or virtuous. Many scholars say the most accurate translation of 
the Hebrew phrase eshet chayil ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ άǾŀƭƻǊƻǳǎ ǿƻƳŀƴΦέ  
 
To many modern-day women, Proverbs 31 seems like an impossible-to-meet job description. But Evans says 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƻŦ tǊƻǾŜǊōs 31 is not some ideal that exists out there; she is present 
ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Řƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀƭƻǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦ ά[ƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƻŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ 

purpose of this one is to draw attention to the often-overlooked 
ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΦέ  
 
To affirm the females in her life, Evans started calling them 
άǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǾŀƭƻǊΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 
day!  
 
 
 


