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Prayer at Sunrise  
 

 
 
 

O greater Maker of this thy great sun,   

Give me the strength this one dayõs race to run,  

Fill me with light, fill me with sun -like strength,   

Fill me with joy to rob the day its length.   

Light from within, light that will outward shine,   

Strength to make strong some weaker heart than 

mine,  

Joy to make glad each soul that feels its touch;   

Great Father of the sun, I ask this much.   

 

ñJames Weldon Johnson  
  

 
 
    

 
  
 

  

 

 
 
 
   
      
  
 

 
       

 

Make Plans to Attend  
 

A Fall Retreat is being planned for the 

ladies of the Gulf States Distr ict at 

Camp ASCCA on October 14-16, 2016.  

Camp ASCCA is located between 

Montgomery and Birmingham, AL.   The 

title of the Bible Study is òBeautiful 

Feetó.  Joe and Jennie Asher, recipients 

of one of our Missi on Grants, will be 

speakers.  The cost is only $50 for two 

nights of spiritual growth and Christian 

fellowship.  Donõt miss this opportunity 

to  gain new skills to serve the Lord with 

gladness!!!  Watch for more details in the 

Fall Edition of Gulf States Gl ad Tidings.  
 

 
  

 
  
 

 

  

  
 

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

August 1, 2016 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com
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Have you stopped 
laughing yet? Those who 
were at the district 
convention will 
understand. Those who 
werenôt there ï Well, you 

missed it! Jan Struck, Linda Bailey, and Tallulah 
kept us in stitches at the banquet. The Mardi Gras 
celebration was so much fun ï costumes, beads, 
umbrellas, and a long line of dancers. Be sure to 
read all about the activities of the three days 
elsewhere in this issue. A big word of appreciation 
to everyone who had a part in planning, 
implementing, and presenting at the convention ï 
especially Ginny Hermetz and her Magnolia Zone 
Committee. And also, thanks to those who 
attended, we appreciate every one of you. 
 
So now we can prepare for the next convention. 
The 2017 LWML convention will be in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, June 22 to 25. We will be celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of LWML and also the 400th 
anniversary of the Reformation. It will be a dazzling 
diamond time, so start to make preparations to 
attend. Remember that each zone will send one 
delegate to the convention in 2017. 
 
We welcome to the Board of Directors Vickey 
Southern, who was elected district Recording 
Secretary. Vickey lives in Foley, Alabama, and 
attends St. Markôs Lutheran Church in Elberta. Also 
joining the Board will be the Rev. R. Daniel Carlson 
of Birmingham as junior Pastoral Counselor.  We 
look forward to working with them. Jackie Morris 
and Diane Plotz have been serving on the board, 
but now have new positions. Jackie was elected as 
the District 2nd Vice-President. Diane leaves the 
post of 2nd Vice President to become Treasurer. So 
that means we say good-bye to Louise Bridges 
(recording secretary) and Flo Hofman (treasurer). 
These two filled vacancies for the past biennium 
and we appreciate their service. Pastor John 
Jankens retires as Senior Pastoral Counselor and 
Pastor Mark Kuehnert moves from Junior Pastoral 
Counselor to Senior. These two gentlemen have 
been great assets to our district as they guided us 
and capably filled their respective positions. 
 

Maggie Johnson (chair), Betty Alms, and Jean 
Caldwell were elected as the nominating committee 
for the next biennium. They will be seeking 
nominees for President, 1st Vice-President, 
Financial Secretary, Junior Pastoral Counselor, and 
Nominating Committee members. These offices will 
be on the ballot at the 2018 Gulf States convention 
hosted by the Women of Vision Zone. Please let 
the committee know that you would like to be 
considered as a candidate, or if you are called to 
serve, please accept with gladness. You may call 
Maggie at 334-263-0622 if you have a suggestion 
for a candidate. It is a great joy and privilege to 
serve the Lord through the LWML. 
 
We were reminded many times to ask God, ñDirect 
my footsteps according to your Wordò, which was 
the convention theme. Pastor Wendt, our Bible 
study leader, especially encouraged us to always 
compare any guidance we receive to what God has 
revealed in scripture. And we need to be in the 
Word and in Bible studies, so we know what God 
says in His Word. May our prayer always be ñDirect 
my footsteps according to your Wordò.  
 
Walking with you and serving Him, 

Judy Lessmann  

 

  
 
 

Presidentõs MessageñJudy Lessmann  
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Pastor John Jankens  ð Senior  Counselor  

 

 

     As I write this, we 
stand on the edge of 
Pentecost. In my sermon 
for that great festival day 
this year I have asked my 
congregation what 
Pentecost is about. The 

short answer is that it is NOT about the Holy Spirit 
primarily, but rather it is about JESUS! 
      The disciples received the Holy Spirit and the 
tongues of fire and then immediately 
went out and preached JESUS, 
crucified and risen. Thatôs what was 
supposed to happen because JESUS 
said so! In John 15:26-27 [Jesus 
said:] ñWhen the Counselor comes, 
whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who goes 
out from the Father, He will testify 
about Me. And you also must 
testify, for you have been with Me 
from the beginning.ò Just simple, 
Holy-Spirit empowered, preaching in 
languages people could understand 
so that they could hear clearly about 
JESUS. The people who heard them 
said, ñWe hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own 
tongues!ò (Acts 2:11) Itôs about 
JESUS! Itôs always about JESUS! 
      Hereôs the truth for you about 
Pentecost. The Holy Spirit of God 
came to the disciples and to the 120 
followers of Jesus after His resurrection. They were 
given the miraculous ability to be understood in 
numerous languages. And what did they do with 
this wonderful gift? They preached JESUS. Peter 
didnôt dwell on what the Spirit was doing. He, by the 
leading and power of the Holy Spirit, preached 
JESUS. That was the message the people needed 
to hear, because JESUS is the one and only Savior 
of the world. Because of the preaching of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, directed by the Holy Spirit, 
bolstered and not distracted by His mighty power, 
3000 people came to faith, were Baptized, and 
were saved that day. The worldôs first Christian 
mega-church formed that day; properly, around the 
WORD and not the show. Godôs work ï not menôs. 
Godôs message ï not menôs. Godôs Spirit ï not the 
worldôs. 

      There are still many people of many languages 
that desperately need to hear about JESUS. Weôve 
even added languages that are a product of our 
modern world. Donôt believe me? Ask your children 
or grandchildren to explain the language of social 
media to you! People need to hear about JESUS in 
any and every way! The Holy Spirit has equipped 
the LWML to continue the Churchôs work of 
proclaiming JESUS. You have the Spirit-breathed 
Word of God. You have faithful, Holy Spirit trained 

pastors to teach and guide you. 
You have your Spirit-given 
vocations in which you live. You 
have the powerful indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit, given to you at your 
Baptism, so ñthat you may declare 
the praises of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His 
wonderful light.ò Yes, you 
guessed it; thatôs JESUS! God 
wants all people to be saved. 
JESUS has done all that is needed. 
The Holy Spiritôs work is to glorify 
the Son; to reveal through the 
Gospel what great and glorious 
things God has done for us through 
Christ. Itôs only by the power of the 
Spirit that you are able to say 
JESUS is Lord. It is only on the 
basis of the saving Gospel of Jesus 
Christ that His true Church is built. 
Use the truth of Scripture to help 
others to see that the real work and 

focus of the Holy Spirit is proclaiming JESUS. 
Remain in that truth yourself. By Godôs grace you 
have been convicted by the Holy Spirit and led to 
the truth. Pentecost: Itôs all about JESUS! The 
calling and work of the LWML is all about JESUS! 
To Him be the glory! 

Pastor John Jankens  
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Diane Plotz ð 2
nd

 Vice President   
 

 

ñThis is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears usðwhatever we 

askðwe know that we have what we asked of Him.ò                                                  
1John 5:14-15 NIV 

Blessings to you as you read this final article that I am writing as Second Vice 
President. The Bible verse quoted above is exactly how I feel as I write this. In 
the past two bienniums, I have seen the grant proposals come in and watched 

as our Gulf States District voted on and decided which ones we could fulfill. Then with the help of 
God, our ladies and churches gave, in their mites, enough money to fulfill all the grants, plus some. I 
am very proud to be a part of this wonderful organization.  After attending the 36th LWML District 
Convention in Gulfport, MS, this past weekend, I really realize how AWESOME these ladies are.  
There were times for seeing some old friends and meeting new ones. The Bible studies and church 
services were very uplifting, the guest speakers were informative, and the business meetings were 
just as they are supposed to be, business meetings. 
Then of course, we had amazing entertainment.  
 
 
We were able to give the full amount requested for our 
last grant - Computer Playground Equipment, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran School, Elberta, Alabama  $5,000.                    
(photo on the right) 
 
 
Please pray for the upcoming biennium, as we have a 
new group of Grants that were voted on and we will be 
gathering our mites to support them.  The new grants 
are as follows:  
 
1.  Gulf States District Scholarship Fund -- $3,000 
2.  Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Food and Clothing Co-Op to purchase 
food --$5,000                             
3.  Shepherd of the Bay Food Pantry Purchase of an upright freezer -- $3,000 
4.  ñBe a Friendò Camp Counselor Intern at Bethesdaôs Summer Camps for Campers with Disabilities. 
-- $3,000                                                 
5.  Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Elberta, Alabama. ñOne in Christò Curriculum. -- $3,500 
6.  Shepherdôs Heart Ministry -- $4,000 
7.  Direct Support of Rev. Joe and Jennie Asher, LCMS Missionaries to Turkey -- $5,000 
8.  Project Hope -- $2,500 
 
Thank You for giving me the opportunity to serve in this capacity. It has been a learning experience 
and very fulfilling. 

  
Respectfully Submitted 

Diane Plotz

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=1%20John%205:14-15
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=1%20John%205:14-15
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/index.php?action=getVersionInfo&vid=31
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Flo Hof man  ð Treasurer       

                                               
  

   
  

 

 Mites and Missions Update 
 

 
I am going out of office as treasurer.  Diane Plotz was elected to this position at the district 
convention in Gulfport, Mississippi, on April 30, 2016.  May God bless her as she serves in this 
capacity for the next four years.  It has been a pleasure serving on the board of directors. 
Praise be to the Almighty for all that He has done with the mites.  
 
Psalm 33:8:  ñLet all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
him!ò 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Flo Hofman

 

Pastor J. M. Kuehnert ð Junior Counselor  

 

 

 It was my privilege to participate in our LWML Gulf 
States Convention held in Gulfport, MS.  Blessed 
by the speakers, business transacted, music, and 
humor, I came home thanking God for the enthusiastic ministry of the women of 
the LWML.  I look forward to serving you as the Senior Counselor in the coming 
year.  My prayer is that God will continue to ñGUIDE OUR FOOTSTEPS BY 
HIS WORDò.   His Word is our GPSé GODôS POSITIONING SYSTEM.      
 

Pastor J. Mark Kuehnert  

$0 $500 $1,000 $1,500 

Feb-
16 

Mar-
16 

Apr-
16 

Dollars 

District Operations 

National Grants 

District Grants 
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Jeanie Kisner  -- Financial Secretary    

 
Itôs hard to believe that two years have passed since I was elected as your 
Financial Secretary.  I think one of the most interesting things Iôve encountered 
is the different, and sometimes unique, return addresses on the envelopes that 
the mites are mailed in.  Some of my favorites are: Sonnyboy Ln, Hanging 
Lantern Circle, and Spyglass Dr.  These names send my imagination wandering, 
as I envision the surroundings on these streets.  As we learned at the 
convention, we might know the addresses of the organizations we have elected 
to support this Biennium, but we donôt always know the addresses of the 
individuals who are receiving the support from these mites.  In many instances, 
especially in foreign countries, the individuals donôt have addresses. In fact 
some of these little villages arenôt even on the map.  It is so comforting to know 
that God knows and loves each of these people and their needs just like He 
knows ours.  His promises are for all people and we are part of his plan to help 
those less fortunate.  May God continue to bless each penny we collect and may 
all learn of His promise of eternal life.   

In His service,   

Jeanie K isner  

 

 

Bea Daily ð Public Relations Chairman  

 

 

Gulf States District Convention Overview 
        
The Lutheran Womenôs Missionary League held its 36th biennial convention April 29, 
30ðMay 1, at the Courtyard by Marriott and Conference Center in Gulfport, Mississippi, 
under the theme, ñDirect my footsteps according to your Word.   Psalm 119:133  
        
It opened with a Celebration Service with Communion on Friday evening with five 
pastors from the Gulfport area participating. Saturday was a full day session beginning 
with a procession of beautiful banners from each of the six zones. Greetings were 
brought by Rev. Dr. McNair Ramsey, Emeritus, 2nd VP of the LCMS Southern District.  
The Bible Study was led by Rev. Dr. Kevin Wendt of Grace, Destin, Keynote speaker 

was Rev. Rudy Schaser, of ñWith Godôs Little Onesò; Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, Counselor, was the 
representative for the national organization of the LWML, he told about his experience as an LCMS missionary 
to Liberia, West Africa, for 12 years.  He also reflected on the national President Patti Rossô vision for the 
LWML to ñEquip, Encourage, Engage, Enjoyò.  Our mission speaker, was Dr. Merle Golnick, who along with his 
wife Dorothy, served as missionary teachers in Chia-Yi, Taiwan, for 26 years and have returned 14 times since 
then to help train teachers and re-write school curriculum material. 
         
Jan Struck, a stand-up comedian, from ñStruck with Laughterò, was the interrupter, and the entertainment for 
the evening banquet, along with Linda Bailey, ventriloquist, with Tallulah. Linda is a past president of the Gulf 
States District. 

 

Bea Daily , Public Relations Chairman 
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Cherie Endrihs  ð Christian Life  
 

 

God Fit  

 
 ñKeep steady my steps 
according to your promise, 
and let no iniquity get 
dominion over me.ò   
Psalm 119:133 ESV 
 

ñKeep steady,ò we ask the Lord, for help reminding 
ourselves of His promise ï His promise to keep us. 
We ask Him that no sin conquer us.  Help us do 
better, be better, choose better. 
 
This got me thinking of those arm bracelets -- the fit 
bit.  Its advertising has it a part of all life, everyoneôs 
life.  Dance fit.  Flip fit.  Early fit.  Late fit.  Ping fit.  
Pong fit.  Bike fit.  Daddy fit.  Be fit.  (You get the 
gist.)  It ñfitsò everywhere.  What is its purpose?  To 
help us.  It tracks activity (i.e. 
Steps), food, weight and 
sleep.  You can 
share/compete with your 
information and sync 
wirelessly. 
 
Really -- isnôt God our fit bit!  
He is God fit.  He fits 
everywhere.  What is His 
purpose?  Letôs look at Godôs 
Word! 
 
He claims you as his own. 

Galatians 3:26: ñfor in Christ Jesus you are 
all sons of God, through faith.ò   
 
He lives in us. 

1 Corinthians 3:16: ñDo you not know that 
you are Godôs temple and that Godôs Spirit dwells 
in you?ò 
 
He knows me. 

Psalm 139: ñO Lord, you have searched me 
and known me!ò 
 
He watches over you as you sleep. 

Psalm 121:3-4: ñHe will not let your foot be 
moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. Behold 
he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.ò 

 
He counts your steps, hair, you name it! 
 Matthew 10:30-31: ñBut even the hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; 
you are of more value than many sparrows.ò 
 

He shared His information ï The Holy Bible 
 
He never leaves us. 
 Hebrews 13:5: ñKeep your life free from 
love of money, and be content with what you have, 
for he has said, óI will never leave you nor forsake 
you.ôò (also see Joshua 1:5) 
 
He is always available. (sync wirelessly) 
 Revelation 4:10a: ñthe twenty-four elders 
fall down before him who is seated on the throne 
and worship him who lives forever and ever.ò 
 
He protects us. 
 1 John 5:18: ñWe know that everyone who 
has been born of God does not keep on sinning, 

but he who was born of 
God protects him, and 
the evil one does not 
touch him.ò 
 
 
God fit goes beyond 
that. God loves you! 
 John 3:16:  ñFor 
God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever 
believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life.ò 
 
Lord, we say, Yes, Lord. Keep steady my steps 
according to your promise, and let no iniquity get 
dominion over me.  Remind us of your promise.  
God fit.  Thank you for those many blessings given 
to us in life and each day.  You are almighty, 
amazing, and our Heavenly Father. In Jesus name 
we pray.  Amen. 
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Norma Palmer ð Special Focus  Ministries   

 
      One of my favorite parts of our District Convention is seeing all the in-
gathering of gifts for local needs.  This year it was my blessing to support and 
encourage Ginny Hermetz and her volunteers of the Magnolia Zone. 
The Harrison County Youth Court Child Emergency Shelter in Gulfport, MS, was chosen to 
receive our gifts.  Shirley Thone, Chairperson of Hattiesburg, MS, was the Chairperson and 
along with her committee, compiled a list of most needed items.  This list went out to all of 
you and the result was over-flowing abundance brought to the Convention for these 
children!  6,813 items were collected and given to the shelter. 
       American Heritage Girls, Troop MS 310, sponsored by Christ Lutheran 

Church of Pascagoula, MS, joined us Friday and Saturday to help organize, count, and pack 
each item.  They were a God-sent blessing. 
       Thank you to all the Zones for bringing this generous response of ñGifts From YOUR 
Heartsò for the children of Harrison County:  

 
$795.00 worth of Fast Food gifts cards and cash 
Diapers:    5186 
Bottles:        225 
Wipes:         237 packs 
Sippy cups:  214 
Socks:          608 
Underwear:  343 
4 boxes of additional treats for the children  

As we dedicated these gifts on Saturday and asked the Lord to use them to bless the children receiving them, 
we also dedicated ourselves to be Jesus servants in the world wherever and whenever He has need of us. 
Thank you for your love for these children. 
God bless you,    

Norma Palmer /  Special Focus Ministry Chairman 

 

Lutheran Women's Missionary League 
Gulf States District 
Ms. Genny Hermertz 
 
To whom it my concern: 
          On behalf of the Children's Emergency Shelter, I would 
like to thank you for your generous donation of baby items, gift 
cards and funds. The Children's Shelter appreciates your support of much needed items to help the children 
when admitted into the shelter during their difficult situations.  The gathering of donations was such a 
wonderful success. We have taken the time re-stock our shelves with much needed items. Also, we have 
allowed the children to enjoy a recent trip to McDonald's for lunch. 
          Your commitment towards helping our children has made it possible for these children to get the items 
they urgently need. We are glad that you thought of making such a generous donation to our cause. Over the 
next few months, we will be able to provide fun time with the children. The children will be able to learn the 
process of purchasing their own meal with a McDonald's gift card. They will feel special in being able to do 
something on their own. Also, thanks for the nice donations of baby items to care for the little ones. 
          We look forward to your continued support. Thank you so much for your Love. 

 

Dianna Kuns 

Harrison County Youth Court  

Shelter Supervisor   
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Ginny Hermetz ð Convention Chairman  

  

It was a joy and a privilege fo r the Magnolia Zone t o host The 

Thirty -Six th  Biennial Convention of the  Gulf S tates District  in 

Gulfport. MS.  It provided an opportunity for all of us to re -

connect with each other in a personal way , and hopefully we can  

keep the involvement going in our zone meetings.  

 

A word of thanks to all the ladi es in the Magnolia Zone :  Christ Lutheran - 

Pascagoula (how about that Mardi Gras Parade) , Good Shepherd  (Biloxi ) for 

organizing the reception, St. Matthew õs  - for organizing the Friday night 

Wors hip/Communion service, St. John õs (Hattiesburg ) - Gifts From the Heart,  St.  

Paulõs (Picayune) fo r the banner , and Church of the Pines for the awesome tab le 

decorations.  Canaan Herkamp, registar , and Ellen Garnett , treasurer , did a great 

job.   Also, thanks to all the board members who helped in various wa ys.  This 

convention was a joint effort.   

 

We have an additional report from th e H. C. Emergency Youth Shelter .  Several 

hundred more items were turned in Saturday night and  Sunday morning, bringing 

our grand total to  7,160 items and $910 in money and gift cards .  American Girl 

Troupe 310 of Christ Lutheran Ch urch was a HUGE help in getting all the item s 

organized, counted , and loaded into  the van.    

 

Even the weather cooperated for our Beach Walk Devotion .  Twenty eight people 

attended by getting sand in their shoes, as we were òdirecting our footsteps to 

God's  wordó, led by Christian Life Chairman , Cherie Endrihs . 

I also want to thank everyone for attending  to  make this convention a success, it 

won't happen without people coming.   

 

THANK YOU,  

Ginny Hermetz, Convention Chairman 

 

Lutheran Women's Missionary Le ague 

Gulf States District  

- Ms. Genny Hermertz  
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Azalea Zone   

  
The most important outreach event for the month of March at Shepherd of the 

Bay Lutheran Church  was the celebration of the Risen Christ , which took place 

at the Spanish Cove Clubhouse on Easter Sunday , March 27, at 6:45 a.m.   

Planning and preparations for this event began early in the week with the 

purchase of items that were brought from the church to the Cove on Saturday.   

Although the rain, which had been relentless for days , was a big factor in the 
attendance and a sky  filled with clouds prevented  the viewing of the sunrise.  

Those that did come experienced a meaningful service.   Pastors Le igeber and 

Wargo led the service and music was provided by John Dean on a newly purchased keyboard.   After the 

inspiring service, where a wooden cross filled with flowers was a beautiful addition, those attending were 

invited to share a time of fellowship , where the ladies served a continental breakfast of juices, coffee , and 
baked goods.  

TO GOD BE THE GLORY    

HE IS RISEN.   HE IS RISEN, INDEED!!!  

  
Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran C hurch  and the  LWML 
members hosted a very special farewell event on Sunday, 

Apr il 24 , for a lo ng time member, Jerry Watkins.   Jerry and 

his wife, Lynn, joined Shepherd of the Bay on February 26, 

1996.   They were active in almost every aspect of church life.   Lynn went to her 

heavenly reward in 2011.  Jerry  served as President of the Men's Club and Property 
Manager.   As Property Manager, he took on the task of cutting the 16 acres of grass at 

the church, which put him in the driver's s eat of the John Deere tractor.   A replica of 

the gr een John Deere sat on t op of a special cake that was  part of the lunch served 

during fellowship  after Worship .  After many years and several health problems, Jerry is 

moving to  Pensacola, Florida , to be closer to his children .  The members of the church 

will certainly miss Jerry , but we all wish him God's speed, safe travel, and good health . 
Submitted by Marie Anderson  

 
 Pastor Leigeber and Jerry  (Left)  

Emerald Coast Zone  

 
The LWML of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church , 

Panama City Beach, FL,  is newly formed and consists 

of 13 ladies.   Our church is adjacent to Hutchinson 

Beach Elementary School. We met with the school 
liaison  and discovered that there are about 40 

students at this school who are at risk of not eating 

when school is not in session.  The school is budgeted 

to pro vide some food allowances when school is not in session.  And another local church is donating food for 

these students on the weekends, during the school year.  But no other entity is helping to supplement this 
need during extended school breaks.  Our LWML  held a church Food Drive for these students to be ab le to eat 

during the extended S pring Break, Mar ch 21 -25.  Food donations included microwavable foods, cann ed 

meats, soups, nuts, snacks,  fruit cups, etc.  We were amazed at the turn out!! Please see the enclosed picture! 

This ministry to the elementary school is one of our first LWML efforts.  We ar e so thankful that God has 

blessed us like this!  

Maggie Rutan, LWML Society President  
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Direct my footsteps according to your Word. 
                                   Psalm119:133 
 

  MAGNOLIA ZONE  

 
On April 23 rd , the LWML of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  in Biloxi, MS, 

had a Bar -B-Q Social Gathering at one of our memberõs home.  Our 

husbands or dates were invited. We brought and donated large cans of 

vegetables and fruits for òLoaves and Fishesó.   On May 15, the LWML will 

have a potluck honoring th e students being confirmed. Each student will 

receive a banner as a gift from the LWML. At our May meeting we will  plan a summer 
luncheon, elect officers, discus the district convention in Gulfport and the 

National Convention in 2017.  

 

Donna Hunt, LWML Society President  

 
   

St. Matthew's  LWML busied themselves for the past couple of months getting 

ready to host the Gulf States District Convention at the end of April.   The 

convention was quite a success with all kinds of activities, classes and crafts for  

all.   As part of the scheduled events, St. Matthews LWML presented tips on 
quilting during two sessions of the convention.   They also provided Gulfport 

Memorial Hospital with more quilts for patients receiving chemo and dialysis 

treatment during the month  of March.   Those who participated in the quilting 

demonstrations are :  (l-r) Linette Cooper, Ethel Smith, Carolyn Peterman and 

Jeanne McDowell.  
 

Shirley East, Society President  

Ethel Smith, Magnolia Zone President   

  
 

 Mountain Lakes Zone  

 
Praise God for His many Blessings!  What a wonderful time we had at the 36 th  

Biennium Gulf States District Convention in Gul fport!  The Lord blessed us in  

abundance with the ôGifts from the Heart õ to benefit the Harrison County Emergency 

Youth Shelter, with our offerings and mites, and with men and women willing to 

serve!  

Thank you to Diane Plotz  for creating our zone banner. She depicted our theme verse 
òDirect my footsteps according to your Wordó.  Dianeõs banner showed how God is in 

control in every aspect of our lives.  

Thank you to the delegates from our zone, Myrna Hermitz (St. Paulõs, Cullman), 

Carol Rikard (St. Paulõs Decatur), Arlene Merry (Our Redeemer, Florence), Rita Lange 

(Grace, Huntsville) and Marty Cowart (Trinity, Hanceville).   
The Ladies of Grace Lutheran, Huntsville will be hosting our Fall Rally.   The date 

has not been finalize d, but it will either be the last Saturday of September or the first 

Saturday of October.  Watch for emails and the invitation for your society.  

 

In Christõs Service, 

Judy Jankens , Mou ntain Lakes Zone President  
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