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During a 2010 trip to report on famine-relief efforts
in Kenya, Kristen Welch observed conditions unfit

for |iving. AHow can yo
she asked God. In return, he asked her the same
question.

That prompted Welch to put her faith into action by
launching Mercy House, a nonprofit organization
that rescues pregnant young women and their
babies. The impact of Mercy House in Kenya &
plus now in 19 other countriesd i s A mi r a
proof that God is made
Wel ch says. Awho woul d
2010 would make us the poster children that
[ prove] God can do any
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Philippians 2:9

It is not too late to Register!!!

Date: June 22-25, 2017
Location: Albuquerque, New Mexico
Theme: "Jesus Christ Above All"
Scripture Verse: (Philippians 2:9).
President: Patti Ross

Convention Goal Statement:
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, through Word
and Sacrament, | will proclaim Jesus Christ
above all.

Proclaimer: Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison
Keynote Speaker: Ida Mall

Convention Objectives:
Encouraged through worship and Bible study.
Equipped to share His message of salvation.

Engaged in celebrating
serving the Lord with gladness.

Next Gulf States Glad Tiding®eadline:
Augustl, 2017
E-mail Lana Pratt:lbgpratt@gmail.com
780 Gross Road
Guntersville, AL 35976
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Presi dent 6s ANMeglessmann

When | woke up during
the night earlier this
week | looked down
the hall and thought |
had left a light on in
the kitchen when |
went to bed. So | got

up and padded down the hall only to discover that
all the lights were out.What | was seeing was the
full moon lighting up not only the outsidéut also
inside my house. It was very bright even though
the moon has no light of its own, but reflects the
light of the sun. (Remember that lesson from™
grade science class?) The light reminded me that
we have no light of our own eitherput only reflect

the glory of God in our everyday livesThen |
looked out the window and saw the beautiful sight
of the reflection of the moon on the lakeAs we
serve the Lord with gladness
the light we are reflectingsi
creating an  enchanting/
LA Ol dzNB Ay GadilKS Nk Q
is so good that He gives us
opportunity to impact the
lives of those in our own
world we touch every day.

In April Norma Palmer and
visited the wonderful ladies
of the Central Alabama Zong¢
at their spring workshop in
Camden. At that meeting &
Gywn Dixon was elected
president of the zone. We
look forward to having her join the board as we say
goodbye to Lucinda Moselywho has held that
office for the past years.Thank you Lucinda for
your service.

At the end of next month we will be travelling to
Albuquerque for the biennial convention of the
LWML. It will be a time of inspiration and
education, fellowship and fun undethe theme

G WS adza |/ KNX Bléase!payzfed Sl thode f ®
planning and lading the convention and also for
all of us who will be attendingAt this convention
we will set a new mission goal, elect new officers,
and select mission grantsThe grants and officers
that will be on the ballots are on the LWML
website (lwml.org) so everyone carbe aware of
the proceedings.If you are not able to attend, you
are invited to participate through the pledge walk,
through the 7%' anniversary offering, and by
watching the live streaming of the convention on
the website. All of you whoare attending, be sure
to bring your water bottle noise maker for the
Dazzling ParadeSimply decorate an empty water
bottle and put a few beads or small stones in it so
that when you shake it, it will be noisyWe will
have a small group, but we will beud! It will be a
fun evening.

If you are not able to attend
the convention in Albuquerque,
R2y Qi F2NHSGO G2
live streaming on the LWML
website, lwml.org. | especially
encourage you to watch the
opening service where
thousands of your brihers and
sisters in the Lord will be
worshipping and receiving
communion together. Another
exciting part of the convention
is the parade of the district
banners. Always a beautiful
event.

Whether you are in Albuguergque or not, remember
to exalt Jesus Cist above all as Paul writes in
Philippians 2:9.

Blessings on your summer as you continue to serve
the Lord with gladness.

Judy Lessmann

|
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Pastor

J. Mark Kuehnert

-- Senior

Counselor

WRINKLES ARE
GOOD?

Those  who identify

themselves as seniors or
mature adults, as well as
the church in general,
have a real concern about
the mounting average age
of the LWML. Opening
G§2RI i | réad a

More important than looking younger, THERE IS A CASE
FOR REDUCING THE AVERAGE AGE IN THE LWML. W
Oy (KS Od2NNByid YSY0SNAEKI]
encourage and recruit young women to participate?
Action has beenaken at theadministrative levelto
address this concern. However, each of you can be
part of the solution. If you haveanfluence on a
daughter, grandaughter or any other young women,
share with them reports on how God uses the LWML to
proclaim the good news of ®oQa 23S Ay W
DA®S 2NJ aSyR GKSY I 0O2L®
Gvdzl- NI SNI &¢ o

headline which offers a

solution for reducing that average age by ten yealts. ¢CKAA 9FaidiSNI {SIa2y NBYAYRA

NBEFRZ ap {¢w9¢/19{ ¢h [ hhFORTRUSDNO DWHQ{ h? b®S wk B5willt wh :
YT Ay 3H [AGAY 3 Ay | OdzZ (diNB OBK SMNBNI wINR & S axpa  [LK/S W
godliness, we are constantly bombarded with am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me

AYOAGEGA2Yya +Fa G2 K2g (2 f i five, @2rdtjodgd KNébdies; wrfsl IwRo efey [Kes and
0StASPSa Ay YS gAff ySOSN
THERE IS A CASE FOR KEEPING WRINKLES:
- They are the log-service strips earned in Wrinkles creatdL y a4 SNIWA OS (2 D2RX®

the hard campaign of life

- Wrinkles are the driedip riverbeds of a
life-time of tears

- They are the nostalgic remains of a million
smiles

- The crannies and footholds on the smooth
visage of life on which man (woman) can
cling and gin some comfort and security

CHRIST IS RISEHRISEN INDEED. ALLELUIA!

Love,in HisService,
J. Mark Kuehnert

Jeanie Kisner  --Financial Secretary

| hope that everyone is enjoying their spring because summer is just around, the
O2NYSNJ yR L KI @&bela hotf &8 f AsyWal kuk by déw, tHe2
LWML has met th0152017 biennium goabf $2 million dollars, the LWML is of
fire! Your society may be small in numbers but each penny collected is importar
D2RQa 62NJ] @ alye az2O0OASiiAdiditisimjoSantlthatd
mites be sent in monthly when possible. Thisseres that the recipients of our
grants can be paid in a timely manner. Mite remittance forms can be obtained fr8
the Gulf States Dlstrlct website under the resource tab Or you can contact meraekpa@gmailam or 334
4770 pny FYR L OFly &aSyR a2yY$sS (2 @&2dzo LT é2dz KI
Hope to see you at thAlbuguerqueNational Convention in June. Have a safe and blessed summer!

In His service,

?S

Jeanie Kisnher
334-347-3948
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Jackie Morris d 2" Vice President

This year we had only one applicant apply for the Gulf
{G1r0Sa 5Aa0NAROG { OK2f I NBRKA
{GFryftSe at !l &d2y2018sdndaskp I a
recipient. Payton is married and has one smoid currently
resides in Fairhope, AL. He graduated from the Universit
Alabama in 2016 and will be entering Concordia Seminar
Ft. Wayne in June to begin pastoral training.

In the picture to the left | was able to present the
= $3,500 check for Grant #5 to teacher, Shelley
= {20168ttt YR (Sl OKSND&
‘ A - = e Shepherd Lutheran School, Elberta, AL for their
— T + SRS NEfAIA2dza OdzNNRA Odzft dzYZ dah

' - As the mites come in the remaining three grants
gAff 0S LI AROD 2 A0K &adzYYSNI FLIINZFOKAY3I R2y QG F2N
your society may not meet. Our remaining grants are counting on us to provide funds for trieiulpa
needs in bringing the good news of Jesus Christ.

Jackie Morris | Guif States District

GULF STATES MISSION GRANTS 2612018 Amount Paid
1. Scholarship Fund $ 750 $1,500
d ™ WA T A >, WA o $4,000 0
7. Joe and Jennie Asher, teachers in Eurasia $5,000 0

8. Project H.O.P.E.- education in Uganda $2,500 0
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Diane Plotz o Treasurer

Now, our God, we give ydhanks, and praise your glorious name.

1 Chronicles 29:13

This quarter has been phenomenal. Members of the Gulf States District LWML
were among the ladies that were able to help the National LWML reach and
exceed their 20182017 Mite goal of $2,000,000.00. This only happened because
we know that the Lord is in charge and only through Him, could this have been
accomplished. Please keep up the good work within your societies and remember
to thank the Lord for bhyou are able to do!

Mites
February thru April 2017

< 1,343.95
671.97
671.97

ey

S 1,385.87

§ 1,428.18
692.93

% 1,447.17

S 1,116.08

a8 723.58

(¢)]

L.

0.00 200.00 400.00 600.00 800.00  1,000.00 1,200.00 1,400.00 1,600.00
Axis Title

m District Grants ® National Grants m District Operations

Respectfully Submitted
Diane Plotz

Hold fast to the Bible as the [main] anchor of your liberties; write its precepts on your
hearts and practice them in your lives. To the influence of this book we are indebted for all
the progress made in true civilization, and to this we must look as our guide in the future.

fi Ulysses S. Grant
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Fundralsmg
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Mobile, AL, 2019 VOLUNTEERS:
National Convention VERY VALUABLE!

Your Gulf States District needs each one of you! Plegs®e hold
some kind of fundraiser to help benefit our district in support of {
2019 National Convention in Mobjl&L Three districts will be th
hosts for this convention, and each district needs to rg
approximately $7,000 for the conventioriWe will also need may
volunteers to help in the production of this event in Mobile.

Make plans for your society to holdfundraiserand be available tq
give assistance in other ways in 201@/ith the location in Mobile
thisis a wonderful opportunity t6f S NS G KS [ 2 NR

he

-

lise

1%

g A

Norma Palmer o0 Special Focus Ministries

=

that come!

inviting.

Publicize with newspaper ads, but concentrate on area food pant
and other organlzatlons who are supporting peopleneed.

Salvation Army pickip and still go to help others in need.
Families at Holy Cross Lutheran in Camden, AL have already use
"No Cost" idea witlblessings for the givers and the receivers.

God's blessings on all you Mission Servauiis are serving the Lord with

gladness,

Norma Palmer , Special Focus Minist@hairman

Are you seeing "Garage Sale" signs popping up in your neighborhood?
Summer gets us motivated to have a sale of all the 'stuff' our Sphiaging set
aside. Have you heard of a "No Cost" garage saléits is a unique twist on an
average garage sale, that isn't a salll items are given without cost to the people

LWML and congregation members donate all tlite@ims and no one has to put
prices on anything! The items range from baby sulps, kitchen items, clothing, to
small furniture and bicyclesThese are collected, sorted and put on tablés'Special
Treat" table would have packages of diapers, Arcbikdspnew and used Bibles as gifts
for families. Another table with bottled water and apples or other fruit would be

Gulf States Glad Tidings 6



Jean Caldwell 0 Public Relations

Members of Holy Cross Lutheran Churahisited the Tuscaloosa Veterans
Administration to present gifts to residents on Valentine's Day during the VA's
National Salute to hospitalized Veterans held during Valentine's week each year.

Thrivent Financial Provided Funds to help buy materials fergfoup to make
neck supports, lap blankets
and quilts. Holy Cross
Lutheran will continue to|}
make gifts for Veterans

throughout the year in
appreciation of their service to our Country.

Jean Caldwell
jeantony@aol.com

Lydia Landes d Young Woman Representative

Greetings sisters in Christl My name is
Lydia Landes and | have been selected to be the

,2dzy3  22YSyQa wSLJNSé%B;;Q:;& 58 ©F2NJ . OKS
upcoming convention in Albuquerque. | would™
@

like to use this opportunity to tell you a little ‘
about myself. | hail from Grace Lutheran in
Destin, Floridathough | am a native Midwestern gal. Having just moved this pastlhdye enjoyed being
on the Emerald Coast and immersing myself in this @ed exciting area. My husband is called as an
associate pastor at Grace and | am called as the Director of Parish Music. | also spend some time during
week serving a local Christian school as a music teacher.

¢KS 32Fft adl dSYS yhuentiorRid\ds 0K 9 B2y SRR O (1KS |
22NR YR {FONYYSyGs L ¢&Aft tlhopiNahdgray that byVe&ndndzas the K dUhga |
22YSyQa wSLINBaSyual GA@S FT2NJ GKS Ddz T trategiesitGhielp aiera G N
young women proclaim Jesus Christ in our district. As the time draws near | have a request for you and yc
societies: help me connect with the young women in your congregation. We have a group on Facebook calle
GDdzf F {GINRIOSIA [ |, 2dzy3 22YSy dé 9y O02dzNI IS & 2 dzNJ «
to connect with me via email diandes27@gmail.coml believe that we have a unique opportunity to create
fellowship with youngwomen across our district. | am looking forward to serving at the convention and
reporting back this fall.

D2RQa . fSaaAry3ala:z

Lydia Landes
Gulf States Glad Tidingg
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Cherie Endrihs d Christian Life

Gwl AYRNRLJA NRffAYyd
Streetlights got the pavement glistenin’
Touchdown, I fall into Your arms

Right where | belong

Your everlasting arms

And where would | be
Without You...

I'd be packin' my bags e | need to stay

2F¥F Ye

I'd be chasin' every breeze that blows my way
I'd be building my kingdom just to watch it fade away

It's true
That's me without You
52yUdi 1y26 66KSNS

LUR

| heard this song the other daylt asks the questian
G2 KSNBE ¢2dA R
How many different turns our life would have takenFow
sad, we would be lost a continual desire to fill an empty hole
in us.

Thanks be to God that the Lord has saved i has 1
filled thathole.L R2 y QU that agpengdi@ you, but
for myself as a baby in Baptism and guided along the @dy,.
y2i GKIFIG L RARYQO KIF@S Y&

insecurities, and defiancel still struggle with sin just as Pauf=-

daFAR aF2NJ L R2 t\yaihe eRild dolnét $ant3
Aad oKFEG L 1 8SLI 2ySiRigperyadiveEAnd
we still have consequences.

Yet even if our saving came later and we did some béc
GKAYEIaMR 6S 1y26 GKFG F2NI G
work togeter for good, for those who are called according
| Ad LJdzN1J2 & S @£ God wi WdrkyitZall fgr \yeog.
We may never see it but it will be thereEach new day we
look to the Lord, rest in His everlasting arms, and follow t
[ 2NRQa f SIRO®

You ae loved. You are specialYou are His!

Cherie Endrih

Gulf States Glad Tiding8
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Me without Youby Christian music artist TobyMac (v. 1 and chorus)
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Magnolia Zone A e
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Lutheran Church of the Pine§Vaveland, MS

The Pines LWML have been busy assisting with our Church
Outreach MinistryHope Rochgour own Outreach Coordinatpgot

everyone involved in a City Wide Easter Event on ApriP8stor
Brock Cain gave the message to the large crowd of excited children O E N
LWML continusto meet each first &urday as part of Ladie{ _ _ -
12

Night This igruly a real fellowship and bonding of sisters in Christ
The fascinating thing about this gathering is we have fun and invite all ladies in the church and the communi
to join us. Our quarterly meeting was helah April 26, 2017 This was ProfessionAddministration Dayso we
honored our wonderful Secretary, Liane Myeansth a surprise celebration. It wasdtalian Feaswith pizza,
spaghett, cake, flowers and of course &WVML Mug.

Five of our ladiesittended the Magnolia Zone Spring yaVorkshopheld on April 1, 201,7at Lutheran
Church of The Good Shepherd in Bjldks

Our societycontinues to collect mites for mission and hagreed to support the Mission Walk at the
Convention in Albuquerque.

We continue to bring in empty pill bottles as a projeahd are joining our'8aints Aliv@and other
Lutherans at a Shuckers Baball gameBuy tickets online atvww.biloxishuckers.com Use promo ode
"Lutheran”. Our goal is to pack the place with Lutherans. Join us!

Serving The Lord with gladness always,
Cathy Mason' LWML Society President

Lutheran Church othe Good Shepherd, Biloxi, MS

The Ladies of Lutheran Church of the G&lepherd in Biloxi, MS
K2ad0GSR (KS aJprihg By Viorkshap2SatBred Aprill The
GKSYS wSawad& 2F GKS [2NR A& @&2dzNJ
8:10b. Pastor Jmes Garnett led the bible study with 26 women attending

On Suday April 2°, we held our annual @ B Q hosted by Bob and
Sandy ZiegenhagenWe had 18in attendance, incduding husbands and
guests. In addition to the wonderful food and fellowship we collected 17
#10 cans of fruit and vegetables and 1 jar of Mayaseafor Loaves and
fishes our local food kitchen.

Joy
Workshop

Submitted byEthel Smith

Gulf States Glad Tidingd
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Gulfport, MS

St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Gulfport
spent a beautiful Spring day at ti@B Base
75th year Celelation. There was live music,
lots of food, rides for the children and many |j
smiling facesWe set up our table and

offered literature, koozies, balloons, ink pen rﬁ B
and coffee cups with our name and email X
addressmprinted on them.We met and
spoke to mag people and enjoyed the day
with our fellow members.We look forward
to the experience again next year!

Submitted byDebbie Gable L to R: Matthew DukemarDon Gable, Rex and Paula Chastain,
Jonathan and Dad Pastor Jeffery Dukeman, Ginny Hermetz, Caro
Peterman, Delib Gable, and Sarah and Mariakaman.

Emerald Coast Zone

OnApril 29", the Emerald
Coast Zone held their Christia
Life Workshop atutheran
Church of the Resurrectian
PensacolaFL It was a
wonderful time as 35 women
gathered for worship led by
Pastor Snyder, prayeand
bible study led by our zone
counselor Pastor Nye of
JehovahPensacolaThe ladies
prepared awvonderful lunch
andthe singingwas
accompanied by Lola Wuerffel|
This was also amafternoon of
service as we collected and
assembled health kits and
fringed tied blankets.

Submitted byJen Wendt Emerald Coast Zone President

Gulf States Glad Tiding$0



Central Zone

The Mary Martha LWML Group at
Christ the King.utheran Church,
Enterprise, AL, kthe congregation
in collecting items for our Southern
District Lutheran CampWe
gathered items onCamp Dixie's wish
list. We then spenthe six weeks of |4
Lent collecting different itemsQur
goal was to help 50 cgoers. We
collected 260 washable and 44
permanent markers, 357 CD/DVD's,
181 cases, 635 sandwich bags, 40
guart bags, 265 gallon bags, 18 rolls of tape, 7 rolls of packing tape, 127 paintbrushes, 40 Washable and 37
acrylic paintsand60 AA, 4 C's, 8 Dand 12- 9 volt batteries! Through the help of a Thrivent action fund we
were also able to purchase a case @l 11 paper and 20 air filtersWe had 20 people come for a potluck
supper to box up the items and four people made
the trip to deliver theitems. We had a great time

and look forward to next year!

Thank you for your work!

Submitted byCherie Endrihs

Mark your Calendars April 229 2018

Join the invasion of thBNomen in Purpleat the Hilton Perimeter Pardotel in
Birmingham, Alabamdor The Gulf States LWML District Convention

The theme of the Convention ¥Reign in M€x, Col 3:15,17. Women fromZone 2,
Women of \sion, will be the hosts for thi2018 ConventionMore volunteers are
needal from Zone 2 to assist witionvenion detaild Please notify your Society
President if you can help!

Remember April 2729, 2018!

Marlys Kuehnert

Gulf States Glad Tidingsl



