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 Gulf States Retreat Update    

Convention Pictures 

Zone News  

 Call to Convention 

“Time to Sparkle” 
Zechariah 9:16 

 
The Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League, Gulf States 
District, will meet in convention 
on April 22 to 24, 2022, at the 

Holiday Inn Research Park 
Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Pres. Gwen Marshall at the 

Opening Procession with the 

Southern District Banner 

 

 

 
 
  

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

November 1, 2021 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com
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Running the 
Race…… 

Looking to Jesus 
Hebrews 12:1-2. 

What an 
AWESOME theme 
for the 2021, 39th 
Biennial 
Convention in 
Lexington, KY.  It 

was a power packed convention with that theme 
being carried from the very Opening Worship 
Service to the Sending Service on Sunday morning.  
It was such a spirit of 
excitement and joy to 
come together -- 2,792  
strong, as sisters and 
brothers in Christ came 
to worship together, 
commune together, pray 
together, study His 
Word, encourage one 
another, and share 
ideas. 

To God Be the Glory!! 

The Presidents Assembly 
meeting was so 
enjoyable.  We were 
treated to a Bus Tour of 
Lexington and the 
surrounding areas.  It is 
such a beautiful town 
and truly “Horse Country”.  The Gulf States District 
had representatives to attend each of the six very 
informative Pre Convention Seminars.  You will 
hear from them later.  The Worship Service 
Proclaimers, Key Note Speaker, Mission Speakers, 
and Bible Study Leader were all so very 
inspirational.  And our District Banner was simply 

beautiful.  Hats off to the Banner Team at Christ 
the King in Enterprise, AL.  The designer of the 
Banner was Kelly Ryun – a Job Well Done Ladies!!  I 
was extremely proud to represent our District in 
the Opening Procession carrying our District 
Banner. 

The Mission Flag Procession was just as impressive.  
It is so moving to see all the flags of the countries 
represented that have, or are currently being 
blessed through our Mission donations.  Again, I 
must say how excited I was to participate in the 
Mission Flag procession.  I proudly represented our 
District by carrying the United Kingdom flag.  There 
were 82 flags in the procession, a marked increase 

from prior years. 

If you have not picked up 
on it yet, I totally enjoyed 
the Convention.  There 
were so many highlights, 
but I realize I cannot take 
up this entire Glad Tidings 
edition.  I will share more 
later.  But now, as we 
continue to “Run the Race 
and Look to Jesus”, it is 
also, “Time to Sparkle” as 
we look forward to our 
District Convention in 
Huntsville, AL, in April 
2022.  The Mountain Lakes 
Zone is our Convention 
Host and they have been 
quite busy making plans for 

us to come.  We will gather under the Banner 
Theme, it’s “Time to Sparkle” Zechariah 9:16.  I 
can’t wait to see all of you in Huntsville!! 

God Bless!! 
Much Love to each of you! 

Gwen Marshall  

Gulf States District President

President’s Message—Gwen Marshall 
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Rev. J. Mark Kuehnert – Senior Counselor 

 
Dear Women in Mission, 
 
What a great “stopover” for direction and renewal in the horse capital of the nation. 
To hear and experience through missionaries how “mites are working mightily 
throughout the world”.  The BANNER PROCESSION and FLAGES were an Olympics 
celebration of our own….except we were surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses that we threw off everything that hinders (the mission) and sin that so 
easily entangles – we fixed our eyes on JESUS, THE AUTHOR AND PERFECTOR OF 
OUR FAITH, who for the JOY set before him, endured the CROSS, scorning the 
shame and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  We considered Him, 
who endured such oppression from sinful men, so that we would not grow weary 
and lose heart.  (What a great Bible study we had on that text.) 
 

JESUS the author and perfector of our faith.  Please Note:  it is not our faith that saves us.  It is Jesus, the 
object of our faith that saves us. Our faith can be fickle, but not Jesus.  He endured the cross – shed his blood 
as the price for our sin – to cover it – wash it away.  That’s how we are saved by the grace of God. Our faith 
may be as small as a mustard seed, but when authored by Jesus it moves mountains. 
 
Continue to fix your eyes on Jesus. One day you will stand before the throne of God and Jesus will look 
at you and say to His Father (Our Father) “Welcome my sister, my brother into your Kingdom”.  No 
sweeter words will ever be heard, no more profound words, no more blessed words will ever be heard 
by your ears. 
 
Love in Christ,  
 

Rev.J. Mark 

Kuehnert

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gulf States District members seated in the Convention Hall at the 2021 Lexington National Convention, 
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Cherie Endrihs – First Vice President    

  

Are you a missionary? 

 
          What should the answer be?  Gary Thies from 
Mission Central was a very motivational speaker at the 
convention in Lexington, KY, and his answer?  That 
each of us should say YES, resoundingly!  I have never 
thought of it like that, but completely agree.  May you 
look around you and see the mission field where the Lord has placed you.  If I was 
able to ask each of you, each placement would be different.  How wonderful that 
God has our spot picked out for us!  Maybe you are in a tough patch or are just 
passing through.  Either way may the Lord encourage you and help you to leave 
His mark with each person you meet. 
          Perhaps in preparation to our District Retreat in January 29-31, 2022, with 

Ms. Donna Snow, we need to remember that Jesus is the source for our true peace and joy.  Her focus on 
Psalm 42:1-2, will help us quench our thirst in the Word and help us head out into our area as a missionary!  
Following the retreat, we have the District Convention on April 22-24, 2022, with our ‘Time to Sparkle’ from 
Zechariah 9:16, “On that day the LORD their God will save them, as the flock of his people; for like the jewels of 
a crown they shall shine on his land.”  So be in the Word with other Christians.  Be filled so that you can 
sparkle as a missionary in the spot God has picked for you!  
          We have a District Facebook page  –  Search for Gulf States District LWML or @GSDLWML  
 

Cherie Endrihs 

 

Mary Anne Brutkiewicz -- Second Vice President 

  
          The 39th Biennial LWML Convention in Lexington, KY, was truly a 
mountaintop experience!  One of the highlights for me is listening and 
meeting the mission recipient speakers, because it makes what we do so 
much more relevant.  I was honored at this convention to be able to attend 
training for my position as 2nd Vice President. The training was excellent, but 
more importantly, I was able to network with LWML mission staff and 2nd vice 
presidents from across the nation.  This networking provided a lot of really 
good ideas to incorporate into our program. 
 
          As I mentioned in the Summer Glad Tidings, we have now fully funded 
all but one of our eight mission grants for the 2020-2022 biennium.  I 
anticipate that we will complete that one soon.  Fabulous job, ladies!  October 
31st is the deadline for applications for grants for the 2022-2024 biennium.  
Forms and instructions can be found on www.lwmlgulfstates.org   Please 
encourage your members to make submissions and feel free to contact me with any questions or for help. 
          In His service. 

Mary Anne Brutkiewicz 

http://www.lwmlgulfstates.org/
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 Flo Hofman -- Archivist 

  
The 2021 LWML convention in Lexington, Kentucky, was an incredible 
experience!   I was able to attend the Archivist/Historian pre-convention 
seminar on June 24, 2021.  The LWML Archivist-Historian, Caroline 
Honeycutt, conducted the meeting.  The information that I received will be 
very helpful as I continue in this role to maintain the Gulf States District 
historical data and photos.  It is important to store historical records in a 
proper way so that damage does not occur.   Each zone should send me 
copies of minutes from their executive, board, and rally meetings.   In 
addition, zones should send a summary sheet 
from workshops, prayer services, and other 
special events in the zone.  Information can be 
sent to me by email or the postal service. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Flo Hofman, Archivist 
Gulf States District LWML 
huskerhofman@cox.net 

mailto:huskerhofman@cox.net
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The deadline for Mission Grant proposals for the 2020-2024 biennium is 
October 31, 2021.  Applications are available to print on the LWML web-
site, LWML.org.  
 

 

Jeanie Kisner -- Public Relations 

 
Happy August everyone!  I hope you have all been enjoying this summer and are 
staying healthy.  Our big event, as you are all aware, was the LWML National 
Convention in Lexington Kentucky.  I must admit I wasn’t sure how this would all 
play out with the uncertainties from Covid 19, and if it was even going to be 
possible to attend.  In my opinion, I felt it was a total success!  I cannot imagine 
the work the Host Committee had with the final ‘go ahead’ just a few months 
before the event.  We were the first organization using the newly constructed 
Rupp Arena.  I heard one woman say it was only half finished when she was 
there in February.  It sounds like there was a lot of work from all directions prior 
to June. 
 
A first for this convention was electronic voting on the Mission Grants prior to 
convention.  This was done in May by the delegates choosing 28 organizations to 

be given grants.  The 2021-2023 Mission Goal of $2,150,000 was also approved, but another first is that 90% of 
the Mission goal will go to mites and an overage of money from the 2019-2021 goal will be added to the goal 
changing it to $2,221,176.15.  God is so good!  
 
The weekend was full, from the time you registered until the final meeting on Sunday with so many 
opportunities to serve.  There was a golf tournament for Mites, a blood drive where 85 units of life saving 
blood were collected.  Eight different servant projects allowed you to make cards, assemble blankets, pack 
blessing bags for college students, bag food for the hungry, or work on Braille and large print materials.  There 
were early morning Bible Studies led by Deb Burma, Donna Snow, and Heidi Goehmann, special interest lunch 
speakers, the mission walk, and various exhibits in addition to the main business meeting, where new officers 
were elected.  We were entertained throughout the meeting by interrupter Jan Struck and Abby Goehring as 
they made us laugh at some of our LWML antics.  Saturday evening a Bluegrass Concert was held in the arena 
with Billie Renee and the Cumberland Gap.  I think my favorite part of these conventions is listening to the 
recipients of our mites and realizing how much our pennies and dimes can change lives.   And of course, a high 
light was the opening service where ladies all over the nation were present to worship our Lord.  The singing 
was awesome!  
 
Our next National Convention will be in 2023 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and I hope 
you will consider attending. A retreat with Donna Snow as our Bible study leader, 
is planned for January 2022.  More information will follow about this event.  
Blessings to all of you.  

Jeanie Kisner 
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Gwen Dixon – Christian Life 

         
 
Come Holy Spirit!  What a wonderful 
thought to know that our Savior has allowed us to join Him in the Spirit of 
Love, forgiveness, and repentance during this Pentecost season.  Let us 
always ‘Stand With, Stand On, and Stand By Jesus’.  Everyone is still basking in 
the afterglow of the 39th Biennial LWML National Convention that was held in 
Lexington, KY.  We pray that the momentum stays with us and leads us to do 
even more in our communities and with our Christian family.  We are still 
“Running the Race...Looking to Jesus”.  If you were not able to attend the 
convention, you can still experience the sessions by going to 
livestream.com/TheLWML 

 
We will forward information on our District 
Retreat, Jan 28-30, 2022, in early fall.  Keep 
your eyes and ears open.  I am penning this 
message thinking about something I read in the 
Spring Issue of the Quarterly regarding the 
2021 LWML Prayer Service.  When was the last 
time you prayed with someone?  Not for 
someone, but with someone? “He Prayed with 
Them.”  Acts 20:36b 
 
Of course, as always, do not forget your great 
resources on the LWML website.  Make sure 
you share them with everyone.  I am available 
for any assistance at cgbmatj@frontiernet.net 
or (334) 830-0946. 
 

Mailbox Member Program 
 
Are there women in your local group who are not able to meet for in-person LWML fellowship?  The 
Mailbox Member Program (MMP) is a resource for you to use every month, designed to connect women to 
the Word and service opportunities. At lwml.org/mailbox, you will find all the MMP resources available for 
you.  New mailbox craft designs are available for a fun way to share LWML resources or little treats for your 
members.  Check out all the designs at lwml.org/posts/mailbox/craft. 
 
Stay safe and remember the Pandemic is not over, get vaccinated and wear your mask, ask all you love to do 
the same. 
  
God’s continued blessings. 
                 

Gwen Dixon 
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Cathy Mason – Organizational Resources 

  

As your District Organizational Resources Chair, I continue to encourage each 
of you to search the website.  Our convention may be over, but the mission 
work begins.  It begins in a mighty way.  Have you heard what our new 
mission goal is for 2021-2023 biennium?  How many grants?  Well, I am glad 
you asked!!!  Twenty-eight Mission Grants with a Mission Goal of $2,150,000.  
The LWML Board of Directors and Presidents Assembly approved that 90% of 
the 2021-2023 Mission Goal of  $2.15 million will go directly to fund mission 
grants.  This is a huge blessing!  In the past, LWML designated 70% to mission 
grants and the remaining amount funded costs that included operations, 
training, and programming.  As a salesperson for over 30 years, this would be 
my elevator testimony speech -- “90% of LWML Mites Go to Mission Grants.”  
Supporters may continue to give to LWML with the confidence of knowing 
their gifts honor God and spread His message of salvation with the world.  

Please order the new mission Grant Bookmarks and ask members to pray for our mission grants. 
  
“Serve the Lord with gladness!  Know that the Lord, He is God!  It is He who made us and we are His…”   
(Psalm 100:2a,3a) 
 

Cathy Adams Mason 

 

Central Alabama Zone News 

 
          The LWML of Trinity Lutheran Church, Selma, Alabama, continues to meet monthly via teleconference 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
          In the month of May, our LWML made a donation to the American 
Cancer Society, Relay for Life (Dallas County) in honor of our LWML President, 
Dianne Harris, who is a 26-year Breast Cancer Survivor. 

          In June, we had no attendees to attend 
the National LWML Convention.  However, as 
requested, gift cards from Wal-Mart were 
purchased and donated to the “Gifts from the Heart”, and earmarked for 
Concordia Seminary students in Ft. Wayne and St. Louis.      
          July was designated as our vacation month, so no meeting was held.  
During the month of August, our monthly LWML meeting was held via 
teleconference. 
          In September we will mail thinking-of-you cards to our sick and shut-in 

members as we did in the month of June.  Telephone calls are also made to them.  Monies are continually 
being collected for mission projects.  Despite the pandemic, we, the LWML and members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church-Selma continue to “Serve the Lord with Gladness!” 
 
Submitted by Dianne Harris, President, and Dorothy Veazey, Secretary 
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Gulf States Attendees at the National Convention – 2021 

 

 

Interupter Jan  

 

Struck and   

 

Abby Goehring  

 

performing at  

 

the Lexington,  

 

KY, Convention 
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We had 16 ladies, along with Pastor Marshall, from our zone attend the National Convention in Lexington, KY, 
in June.  Mary Anne Brutkiewicz served as our delegate for the convention.  
 
Our Fall Rally will be September 18, at Faith Lutheran Church in Mobile.  Currently, we are planning an in-
person event.  At this meeting we will hold elections and our zone delegate will give a presentation on the 
Lexington national convention.  
 
Trinity Lutheran Mobile, Alabama, Jerlean Hudson 

LWML recognized and awarded monetary gifts to six high school 
graduates and five college graduates in June at the regular worship 
service. 
 
Trinity celebrated fathers on Father’s Day, June 20, 2021, with a 
special program including participation of youth. The theme was 
“Celebrating Christian Fathers Who Walk Faithfully with God” based 
on Proverbs 3: 5-6. Sixty fathers received a boxed gift containing 
homemade sweet potato pie and pound cake.  Mrs. Barbara Edwards 
served as Chairperson and prepared the delicious baked goods with 
her sister, Ms. Annette Morgan. They are pictured here with Rev. 
Ulmer Marshall, Jr., Pastor, and Mrs. Gwen Marshall, First Lady of 
Trinity and Gulf States District President. 
 
Trinity LWML was a Bronze Sponsor for the LWML ‘Tee Up 4 Mites 
Golf’ Outing held on Wednesday, June 28, 2021, at the Biennial 
Convention, Lexington, KY.   
 

  
St. Paul’s Foley, Alabama- Vickey Southern 
During the months of May and June we were still under COVID-19 
guidelines and were not able to hold any functions.  On July 5, numerous 
LWML members cleaned the kitchen and appliances in preparation for 
VBS, which was held July 12 – 16, 2021.  The ladies coordinated snacks 
for approximately 45 children.  
 
On July 25, 2021, the ladies held a wonderful potluck luncheon for Pastor Cramer’s 10th Ordination 
Anniversary.   Approximately 115-120 people attended.  Fran Lowry headed up the event and Sarah Schrader 
prepared a slide show of photos provided by Pastor’s mom, Cindy O’Brien.   A 3’x5’ banner “Celebrating 10 
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years of Pastor Cramer’s Ordination” was displayed.  An unknown member of the congregation gave Pastor 
Cramer a trip to the Holy Land.  He had a very enjoyable day.  
On Saturday, July 31st, the LWML hosted a memorial luncheon for Betty Hamburg, who passed away in the 
Spring of 2020.   The family decorated the Parish Hall tables with lanterns and photos of Betty and her loved 
ones.  Seventy people were in attendance to honor this very special lady. 
The Quilt ladies have been very busy making quilts. They set aside July 27 and August 3, for hand tying them.  
Eight ladies worked on August 3rd and five ladies worked on July 27th.  These quilts are ready for shipping to 
Lutheran World Relief.     
Instead of the LWML summer meetings being held the months of July – August, Pastor Cramer led us in a Bible 
study on ‘Women of the Bible’.  The Bible Study was opened to the congregation and any visitors. 
 
Holy Cross- Mobile, Alabama, Mary Anne Brutkiewicz 
In May we hosted a Spring Tea and a reception for our 
confirmands.  In June, we had 9 ladies attend the 
LWML National Convention.  We arrived a day early 
making a side trip to the Jack Daniels Distillery, and 
even more exciting, to the Ark Encounter.  It was great 
to experience the other side of a convention (not 
working it).  The mission speakers were incredible and 
really got us enthused about future mission projects.  
Currently, we are doing a Bible Study from Donna 
Snow, “Thy Strong Suit”.  It’s a really great way to 
transition into fall and our fall activities.  
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Mountain Lakes Zone  

 
Our Fall Zone Rally will be on September 25th at Trinity Lutheran in Hanceville, AL, with a Theme of “Rejoice 
and Be Glad” from Philippians 2:18.  Jen Roettjer, DCE at Grace Lutheran in Huntsville,AL, will lead our Bible 
Study. 
 
The 2022 Convention Committee, chaired by Lynn Harmon and Arlene Merry, has been gathering monthly via 
Zoom in preparation of the Gulf States District Convention in Huntsville on April 22-24, 2022!  The Theme is 
“Time to Sparkle” from Zechariah 9:16. We are excited to host the Convention! 
 
We had some groups meet over the summer, but most will be starting back up in August or September. 
 
Our Redeemer in Florence had a July Picnic at Beth Gabbert’s home.  They are contributing to ‘Meals On 
Wheels’ with donations and their time.   They also contributed to Bethesda Home. 
 
Trinity in Gadsden sold T-shirts with Trinity’s logo to raise the $400 needed for new oil candles for their 
Advent Wreath.  Even though the church has been under renovation, they have worked around the 
construction to still have meetings. 
 
St Paul’s in Decatur had a July Family Picnic at Dee Livingston’s home. They are already planning a Brats & 
Bingo Oktoberfest event for October and a Soup Sale for February. 
 
Ascension in Huntsville gave gifts 
to their 3 confirmands on May 
16th.  On August 6th they held a 
luncheon for their Child 
Development Center employees. 
 
Grace in Huntsville has continued 
to have 5th Sunday Mite Box 
Collection and meetings of their 4 
circle groups (Charity, Faith, 
Hope, and Peace). 
 

Submitted by Rita Lange, Zone 
President 

 

 

 

 

 


