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Ladies Gulf States Retreat Information  

 Retreat Registration    

  2020 National Convention 

Lexington, Kentucky – June 24-27, 2021 

Theme:  Running the Race…Looking to Jesus 

Scripture:  Hebrews 12:1-2 

“Looking to Jesus, we run the race set 

before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord.” 
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2021 LWML Gulf States 

District Retreat 
 

    January 29-31, 2021 
 
An inspirational weekend of Bible Study     
and fellowship with Gulf States Women  
 

Donna (Pyle) Snow leading her Bible study, 

The Wellspring of Life, based on        

Psalm 42: 1-2.  

Towne Place Suites by Marriott                 

in Foley, Alabama 

Bible Study at Camp Dixie at Perdido Bay                        

Registration Form on Page 12 

  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Next Gulf States Glad Tidings Deadline: 

February 1, 2021 

E-mail Lana Pratt:  lbgpratt@gmail.com 

780 Gross Road 

Guntersville, AL 35976 

mailto:lbgpratt@gmail.com
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Greetings in 
the name of 
our precious 

Lord and 
Savior. 

 

Since our last 
edition of Glad 

Tidings our District has continued to move forward, 
maybe not at the pace we intended, but we have 
been getting things accomplished.  During this 
season of Thanksgiving, I am truly grateful for the 
resources that have been 
available for us to use during 
these very unusual and 
uncertain times. We have 
learned to pivot and make 
things happen in different 
ways using the tools and 
power of technology.  
During this time I have 
chaired meetings with our 
Zone Presidents, our 
Executive Committee, and 
most recently held our 
October, 2020, Board of 
Directors meeting via Zoom.  We believe that was a 
first for our District. Flo Hofman, our Archivist, 
captured a picture for the District Archives. It was 
reported that LWML Sunday was observed in many 
of our Congregations throughout the District. 
Several of our Zones have held their Fall Rallies 
virtually and in person (practicing social distancing) 
and I was able to bring greetings from our District.  

Our Mite offerings are starting to come in again, 
which is a real plus in helping us to satisfy our  

 

approved Grant request for this Biennium. We 
have fulfilled 2 grants totaling $11,500 and two 
scholarship requests paid at the amount of $750.00 
each totaling $1,500.  To that, I say, “Praise God 
from Whom All Blessings Flow”. Need I mention 
that we have continued to work in the midst of a 
Pandemic and three (3) major Hurricanes that 
came through and battered our entire District?  So 
if this is any encouragement to you, our District is 
still moving, just not using the familiar ways of 
doing things, but still working to the Glory of God. 

Please stay tuned for our upcoming events -- our 
District Winter Retreat being held in January, 2021, 

and our 39th Biennial 
LWML Convention in 
Lexington, Kentucky, in 
June, 2021. 

May I encourage you 
during this season to 
continue to be the 
“Women in Mission” that 
we so boldly proclaim. 
Keep sharing your 
creative ideas and 
thinking of different ways 
to bless someone else. 
And most importantly 

continue to share the WONDERFUL news of 
SALVATION. 

Many Blessings to You, Your Families, and Your 
Societies as we enter the seasons of Thanksgiving, 
Advent, and Christmas. 

Much Love to each of you! 

Gwen Marshall  

Gulf States District President 

  

President’s Message—Gwen Marshall 
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Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall-- Junior Counselor 

 

Greetings LWML Members and Friends in this season  
of Thanksgiving and Advent. 

“Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of God  
in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 
      These last eight months have brought about some unusual and difficult times 
in our lives, to say the least.  With COVID-19, stay safe at Home mandate, mask, 
social distancing, no worship services together, political unrest, rioting, sickness, 
death, hurricanes and the list could go on and on making it hard for us to give 
thanks in “all” things.  I must admit, sometimes it is the “all” in that verse that 
gets me.  So many of us can be thankful, for a lot of things and a lot of times but in “all” circumstances, that 
can be tough.  What about when you find yourself suffering an illness or you are walking through huge loss? 
        What about a loved one leaves this world too soon and you can’t see past your tears, or when you have 
been praying for your Prodigal Son or Daughter to come home and it seems like the prayers are unanswered?  
What about when you are discouraged and struggling with disbelief or when you are overwhelmed, over 
extended, and over stressed?  Yes, these are the “all” things that can be hard to give thanks in, whether it is 
huge losses or just life’s little irritations.  But God’s Word never changes to fit our circumstances.  His truth 
rises above our circumstances, so that we can too.  He does not say give thanks “for it” but “in it all” for He 
knows what we are going through, and He gives us strength and peace to give thanks in it. 
        No matter what we might be facing, the good news is this, “He is with us through it all and in due season 
He will bring us out, if we faint not” (Galatians 6:9).  Be assured LWML Family you never fight the battle alone. 
Stay strong!  Choose Joy!!  Choose to be grateful “in it all”, for He is building greatness.  He is working things 
out for good.  He hears our prayers.  He sees all and knows all.  He has purpose for our pain and brings hope 
for our tomorrows. 
 
Blessing to each of you, as we give thanks in all circumstances. 
 

Pastor Marshall 

Mary Anne Brutkiewicz -- Second Vice President 

 

Two grants have been paid thus far this year: 
       1.  Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Pensacola, FL, for their pre-school program -- $5,000. 
       2.  Food and Clothing Co-op, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, to help students and their 
                     families -- $5,000. 
  
Two scholarships have been paid ($750 per semester, each). 

1.  Aaron Huesmann, member of Grace, Pensacola, attends Concordia, Seward, Nebraska, majoring in 
Music Education. 

2. Grace Huesmann, member of Grace, Pensacola, attends Concordia, Seward, Nebraska, majoring in 
              Elementary  Education. 
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Frances Robinson  – Treasurer 

      
Despite everything that’s going on in the world now, we will continue to give 
thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love and His wonderful deeds for mankind. 
Thus far we have contributed $19,629.81. This is 30.2% of our mission goal of 
$65,000. This includes mites received from churches and societies, memorials, 
special offerings, and gifts.  Praise God for we have been able to pay $11,500 of 
our mission grants.   
 
Memorials have been received from: Trinity-Scottsboro, AL; Trinity-Hanceville, 
AL, for Mildred Holloway – Mother of Marty Cowart; Christ-Tuscaloosa, AL, for 
Mary Grosse and Sadie Mallisham; Lutheran Church of the Pines-Waveland, MS, 
for Alberta Niesen – Mother of Peggy Weier. 

 

When submitting honorariums/memorials, please complete an ‘Honorarium/Memorial 
Form’ and send it with your check.  The form can be found on the Gulf States website.   
Be safe and stay well. 
  

Frances Robinson 

 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”    

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

 

0.00 500.00 1,000.00 1,500.00 2,000.00 2,500.00 3,000.00 3,500.00 

Aug-20 

Sep-20 

Mite Collections 
August 2020 thru September 2020 

National Grants District Operations District Grants 
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Gwen Dixon – Christian Life 

 

God’s grace and mercy has served us all during this pandemic, because we 
are ‘All In’.  Our Heavenly Father never told us we would be living an easy life.  
He just told us to put our faith in Him.  We have the wonderful opportunity, 
at this time, to bask in the pristine homes we are blessed to maintain; not a 
speck of dust to be found, daily home cooked meals, hampers always empty, 
freshly ironed clothes for the entire family, and some of us are blessed to be 
teachers, fitness instructors, and even tech gurus (maybe this is a bit much).  
Either way, I do invite you all to a wonderful bible study each Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 p.m. CDT.  Our subject now is ‘All In’.  This is a lesson 
teaching us, “Half way is no way to live!  Quit holding out.  It’s time to go all 

out for God.”  Please join us at (669) 275-1942 directly, no code required. 
 
We are still praying for our Winter retreat, with Donna Pyle Snow.  This will be a wonderful transition from 
2020 Covid blues to 2021 ammunition for taking charge of many new opportunities in our lives.  We are ready 
for our bible study with Donna on “The Wellspring of Life” this, as well as this time allotted to get ‘refreshed’.  
See you January 29-31, 2021, at OWA in Foley, AL. 
 
Of course, as always, do not forget your great resources on the LWML website.  Make sure you share them 
with everyone.  I am available for any assistance at cgbmatj@frontiernet.net or (334) 830-0946. Stay safe. 
 
God’s continued blessings. 

                 

Gwen Dixon 

 

 

Gladys Dale – Heart to Heart Sisters 

 

Thank GOD for his grace and mercy.  This has been a very trying year, 
but we are nearly through 2020.  I have had lots of time to think this 
year, especially about our outreach ministry.  During this time, I 
keep coming back to ‘us’.  I think that we must first reach out to 
each other, to find a way for our churches with different 
backgrounds to come together and worship, perhaps at least twice a year in the beginning.  This would 
prepare us to invite peoples that are ‘different’ to come to Christ and accept Him as their savior.  My goal is to 
talk to our Pastors and see if they are willing to start some type of combined worship services.  I am praying 
for a great coming together and for a worship service out of this world!  I know we can do it! 
 

Gladys Dale 
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Flo Hofman -- Archivist 

  

I have scanned all the photos into the computer from the photo albums that I 
received as archivist.  Digital copies were placed on a flash drive organized by 
year.  The pictures date back to 1944.  There are not many pictures from 1950-
1967.  There may be a photo album that I did not receive which includes 
pictures taken during those years.  If anyone has information from this era, 
please let me know.  I do not have any photos from the following: 

1. 2017 LWML convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
2. 2018 Gulf States District convention in Birmingham, Alabama 
3. 2019 LWML convention in Mobile, Alabama (except hostess worker 

group photo) 
Please share any photos you have that would be good for historical purposes.  In addition to photos, I have 
digital copies of the Glad Tidings dating back to 2014 on the flash drive.  My next big task is to scan in the 
physical copies of the Reporter/Glad Tidings that I have. 
 
Bea Daily has given me a flash drive that contains a PowerPoint turned into video of 45 years of history of the 
LWML Gulf States District.  The 31 minute video begins at the 1973 National Convention in Mobile, Alabama.  
It can be viewed on ‘YouTube’ using this link:  https://youtu.be/WEQKtVE5FkY.  The flash drive will be a great 
addition to the property of the archivist. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Flo Hofman 

huskerhofman@cox.net 

 

 

 

Jackie Geisler – Web Master 

 
There have been some changes with the District Web page – lwml.org/gulf-states-
district.  In June, Rev. Carlson sent an email advising that ‘Luther Sites’, his hosting 
company, would be shutting down due to not enough clients, as well as having 
problems with unreliable internet service. 
Our website is now with the hosting company called ‘Word Press’ and is relatively 
inexpensive compared to others.  Pastor Carlson changed over the website to this 
company, so there was very little down time.  I’m continuing to update the website 
as needed. 

  

Jackie Geisler 
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Jeanie Kisner -- Public Relations 

  

         It’s hard to believe its November already.  This year is going by so quickly, 
while at the same time it seems to drag along.  I’m sure we are all ready for life to 
return to normal so we can enjoy freedom in our everyday tasks.  If there is a 
lesson to be learned in all of this, which I know there is, we know that God is in 
control and we are reminded of his many blessings that we often take for granted.  
We long for those hugs and visits with friends and family and even a shopping trip 
without wearing a mask. 
         I want to say thank you to our ladies who spent so many hours planning our 
District Convention only to have it cancelled.  Hopefully, we will be able to meet in 
January for our retreat.  Donna Snow is scheduled to be our Bible Study leader.  

The dates are Jan. 29-31, in Foley, Al, and registration is $50.00.  Also, don’t forget to make plans to attend the 
National Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, in June 2021.  National conventions are a special time for renewal 
of faith as we meet with LWML ladies (and men) to praise our Lord.  National Conventions definitely are a 
mountaintop experience!  
        I would love to hear how societies have handled their meetings during this quarantine time, especially the 
“out of the box” ideas.  At Christ the King in Enterprise, AL, we have an annual Mother-Daughter Banquet with 
a white elephant auction to raise funds for our local shelter/food pantry.  This year we changed it with a drive-
in Bingo party to be compliant with social distancing.  We parked our cars and played Bingo.  Cards were $5.00 
per game and those proceeds were sent to a shelter.  We served pre-packaged snacks and had door prizes for 
the winners.  It was a fun time and really wonderful to see people in person that we were only getting to see 
on zoom church services. 
        I wish each of you good health and God’s blessings. Stay safe! 
 
 

Cathy Adams Mason – Organizational  

Resources 

 
         As the Gulf States District Organizational Resources Chair, I want to inform 
you of the great information on the website.  In this pandemic it is very important 
to engage virtually for the safety of everyone.  Mentally as well as physically we 
need each other, therefore develop new ways of keeping in touch.  It appears that 
we are all living in a social media bubble.  I hear you saying I don’t do Facebook, Instagram, GroupMe, Twitter, 
Google Duo, Face Time, or Band.  Well, my sisters, these are the new ways of keeping in touch.  (Yes, there are 
more, this is just what I am on at this time.) 
         LWML has great Bible Studies and Devotions on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, as well as Podcast – 
‘LWML On the Go’.  Did you download the LWML app?  It is an awesome tool to have on your smart-phone.  
Donna Snow is doing another Bible Study every Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. CST on Facebook Live.  It started October 
6, 2020, and will go through November 24, 2020.  One night we had 13,000 plus people on for the study live.  
Yes, from all over the world.  You can always go back and review past weeks on the website. www.lwml.org   
You will find that the website is easy to navigate.  
         I look forward to hearing from you and your Society. 
 
Cathy Adams Mason:  cmason1419@gmail.com 

http://www.lwml.org/
mailto:cmason1419@gmail.com
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Although we were not able to meet this Spring, due to Covid 19, we have been in touch through texts, emails, 
and phone calls encouraging and reminding everyone to continue with mites collections.  The Azalea Zone Fall 
Rally is scheduled for November 7, at Holy Cross Lutheran in Mobile, AL.  The plan is to take advantage of the 
fall weather and have it on the front lawn with lots of social distancing.  At the rally we will welcome Jerlean 
Hudson as our new Zone President.  She will assume the duties as President of the Azalea Zone, since Mary 
Anne Brutkiewicz is now the Second Vice President of the LWML Gulf States District.  We are looking forward 
to the winter retreat at OWA in January. 
 
Trinity Lutheran- Mobile 
On Oct 4, the ladies of Trinity celebrated LWML Sunday by actively participating in the worship service.  We 
continue to provide benevolent contributions to those in need. 
 
Holy Cross- Mobile 

In September we had our fall business meeting.  In October we 
gathered items for Ronald McDonald house and prepared a meal for 
the residents. Due to COVID restrictions, we were unable to serve 
the meal.  Our fund raisers for mites include selling vouchers for 
Boston Butts from ‘Meat Boss’, a local BBQ place.  In November, we 
will sell tickets for a drawing for a SEC football quilt made by Frances 
White, one of our members.  Between these two items, we hope to 
make a dent in the Mite deficit.    Mary Anne Brutkiewicz has been 
leading a weekly Bible Study 
since September and we will 
begin a new one in 
November using studies from 
old “Quarterlies”.  We are 
currently in the process of 
figuring out how to proceed 
with our ‘Parents Night Out’ 
in December using safe 
protocols.     
  
Submitted by Mary Anne 
Brutkiewicz/ Jerlean Hudson 
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 Central Zone  

Prince of Peace in Ozark, AL, hosted a Zoom Meeting of the Zone Presidents on October 17.  It was good to see 
each other as everyone gave a brief report on how each zone was coping during this pandemic.  Ideas were 
shared on activities than can be done with social distancing, such as parking lot bingo, contacting the elderly 
with phone calls, and zoom Bible Study. 
 
Submitted by Lucinda Mosley 
 

Mountain Lakes Zone  

The Societies of the Mountain Lakes Zone have met and are adjusting their procedures to accommodate Mite 
and Offering collections along with their individual fund-raising planning.  Mountain Lakes Zone has 12 
churches with ten LWML Groups, 8 Groups being Active.   On occasion we have had Zoom Meetings with our 
Zone Leaders and the Group Presidents/PoC’s to discuss Zone matters—we held 3 practice Zoom Meetings 
before our Zone Fall Rally!!  Our Fall Rally was held via Zoom on September 26, 2020, with 22 ladies, 2 guests, 
and one pastor attending.  We had representation from 8 of our 12 churches!!  Our Theme was, “Encourage 
One Another”, from Hebrews 10:23-25, and throughout our Rally, it seemed we were Encouraging One 
Another in many ways.  Our Bible Study of “Encourage One Another—Christian Connections” was written and 
led by Zone V.P. Arlene Merry.  Our Business Meeting included:  information needed for hosting the 2022 
District Convention, selection of a Delegate and an Alternate for the 2021 National Convention in Lexington, 
KY, [Arlene Merry, Delegate, and Marty Cowart, Alternate], and new Zone Officer Elections.   
 
Those elected for the 2020-22 term:  
Rita Lange, President 
Arlene Merry, Vice President 
Marty Cowart, Sec/Treasurer 
Rhonda Guthmiller and Mary Gates, Nominating 
Committee 
 
We had two guests stop by with Greetings from outside 
our Zone.  Cherie Endrihs, District 1st Vice President, 
brought Greetings from the District and Donna Speegle, 
Women of Vision Zone President, brought Greetings from 
her ladies.  It was great to have both ladies join us for a few minutes.  Pastor Russ Gibson, Grace Lutheran in 
Huntsville, AL, conducted the Installation Service.  We encouraged our Groups to mail offerings to our 
Treasurer, Marty Cowart, since we were unable to do an offering at the Rally.  The place of our Christian Life 
Workshop next Spring, 2021, is ‘to be determined’ at this time.  The 2022 District Convention will be held at 
the Holiday Inn, Research Park, in Huntsville, AL, on April 22-24, 2022.  Lynn Harmon and Arlene Merry are the 
Co-Chairman and are getting their team together as they plan the Convention.  Our Theme will be “It’s Time 
To Sparkle” from Zechariah 9:16.  Since we are using the same theme as our last planned District Convention, 
we are fortunate the ladies of the Emerald Coast Zone are willing to share their unused 2020 Convention 
items.  Your banners for 2020 will also be able to be used for 2022.     
 
 “It’s Time To Sparkle” -- Zechariah 9:1  
Submitted by Rita Lange, Zone President 
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Women of Vision   

Since last spring things have slowed down in activity for our societies.  
Some of the churches in our zone are open and conducting services and 
some are not.  Some of our societies are doing face-to-face activities and 
some are only virtual or by telephone.  God’s work is still going on but at 
a slower pace in most places.   
 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, celebrated 75 years   of serving the Lord and others 

(1945-2020).  LWML Sunday was celebrated on October 4, 
2020.  After Worship Service, the ladies hosted a lovely 
luncheon and reception.    
 
On Saturday, November 21st, the LWML will host a Holiday 
Vendors Market and Church Bake Sale from 8 .a.m. - 3 p.m.  
All money raised by Holy Cross LWML will be donated to 
Missions. 
Submitted by Karen Jones, President Holy Cross LWML 

The ladies of First Lutheran, Birmingham, celebrated LWML Sunday 
on October 4, by using the special service provided by LWML and 
having a fellowship luncheon afterward.  The luncheon was catered 
box lunches and held on the lawn of the church.  Everyone enjoyed 
the fellowship while trying to follow safety protocols for the 
pandemic and enjoyed seeing each other in person celebrating our 
sister-hood. 

The Fall Zone Rally was held over 
the Zoom platform on Saturday 
October 17, with St. Paul Lutheran in Birmingham acting as host.  The rally 
started at 8:30 a.m. with registration and ended at 11:45.  There was an 
opening devotion by Rev. Dr. Piotr Malysz of St. Paul, a Bible study on “Living 
in Uncertain Times” led by Frances Robinson, and a closing devotion by Rev. 
Cliff Helmers, Zone Counselor.    President Gwen Marshall from the Gulf 
States District was a special guest speaker and she had words of 
encouragement for continuing to serve in these uncertain times and news 

from the other zones around the District.  In addition to all the inspirational moments, there was fellowship 
and fun with the games that Wanda Edwards planned.  Twenty-three people attended this rally with 
representation from all churches in the zone.  The ‘Gifts from the Heart’ project was monetary donations that 
are to be sent to ‘Jesse’s Place’ in Birmingham for purchasing PPE supplies for their resident children.  A 
business meeting was held and delegates to the National Convention were elected.  President Bettie 
Woods and her members did an outstanding job organizing and hosting the online event. Our 
Christian Growth workshop is scheduled for Unity Church in Birmingham next spring and 
we all hope that will be able to be an in person meeting. 
 
Submitted by  Donna Speegle, President, Women of Vision Zone 
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2021 LWML Gulf States District Retreat 
January 29-31, 2021 

 
 
What quenches your thirst?  Wealth or health?  Career or activities?  Or do these things leave you with a 

certain level of dehydration?  These questions are especially relevant now as we step back from the frenzy of 

the world and have an opportunity to refocus on what is truly important.  Jesus, our Wellspring of Life, offers 

the only source of true peace and joy.  The Wellspring of Life Bible study uses the beautiful water imagery 

throughout Scripture to quench our thirst and longing to know Jesus like never before and get refreshed.  

 

Come rest and get refreshed on 

beautiful Perdido Bay at our 

Gulf States District LWML 

Winter Retreat January 29-31, 

2021. Donna Snow (formerly 

Pyle), nationally recognized 

author, speaker and Bible Study 

leader at the 2019 National 

LWML 

Convention in Mobile will lead this four-part Bible Study. 

 

Activities and lodging will take place at the 

Towne Place Suites in beautiful OWA, which 

means big water, Foley Alabama.  OWA is an 

entertainment complex with fabulous 

restaurants and entertainment, such as Paula 

Deen’s Family Kitchen and Legends in Concert.  

The weekend begins with a reception at the 

hotel Friday night and concludes with a worship 

service and bag lunch on Sunday morning.  

 

 

Bible Studies and worship service will be held at Camp Dixie on 

beautiful Perdido Bay, so that we might enjoy the peace and beauty 

of nature while studying the word.  

 

Come, quench your thirst in the Word and spend time with your 

sisters in Christ.  Registration is now open.  
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2021 LWML Gulf States District Retreat 
                       January 29-31, 2021 
 
We are given the opportunity to book the entire theatre of a ‘TRIP 
DOWN MEMORLY LANE’ by Brandon Styles on January 30, Saturday 
night, during our Retreat.  Enjoy a delectable plated meal followed 
by an up close and personal show as Brandon Styles magically changes 
his voice while singing nearly 40 classic artists from 1950-1970!  Just 
to name a few, you’ll hear Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, Neil 
Diamond, and Louis Armstrong.  Join us for dinner and a show on 
Saturday, January 30, 2021, at 5:30 pm.  Use PROMO CODE: 2021 
groups for $10 OFF each General Admission or VIP Ticket!  Any unused 
tickets will be released, so sign up in November to reserve space at 
www.BrandonStyles.com or call 251-237-3330.    

 
Accommodations: 
Towne Place Suites by Marriott /Downtown OWA 
Room rates $99-$129 per night-single, king-, two queen beds, 
                                                             includes breakfast.  
Look for the link on the Gulf States District website  
                           or call 251-581-9222 to reserve your room.   
Be sure to reference '2021 LWML Retreat’ for the special 
rate.  
 
We will have a “Gifts from the Heart” Collection for Camp Dixie.  A list will be published on the 
website and in the fall issue of the Glad Tidings. 
  
Need more info?  Contact Gwen Dixon 334-830-0946, cgbmatj@frontier.net or  
Mary Anne Brutkiewicz 251-586-3596,  
 
Check payable to LWML Gulf States District.    Mail to Gwen Dixon, 49 Shawnee Ln., Camden, AL 36726 

 

 
Name:   
 

Address: 
 
Phone:   Email:      

  

Zone:       Church Name & City: 

 
Emergency Contact Name & Number: 

 
Registration Includes lunch on Saturday, tote, and the book, Quenched. 

The fee covers Saturday’s expenses, there is no single day rate. 
 

            $50.00 - Before Dec. 15                        $60.00   Dec. 16-Jan 5            Total: $________

 

http://www.brandonstyles.com/

